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shortly before noon
on april 10, 1912, the
unsinkable ship of 

dreams, the rms titanic, 
cast off from her dock 

at southampton, england, 
and steamed away on her 

maiden voyage.

four days and 14 hours 
later, she would reach 
her eternal destination— 

2 1/2 miles below the 
choppy, frigid waters of 
the north atlantic ocean.

this titanic 
tragedy was 
blamed on 
an iceberg.

but other 
explanations 

have been
offered. 
here are 
a few of 
those…



28PS 645 AUG 06 29PS 645 AUG 06

it has also been 
said that he ignored 

iceberg warnings.

was it the fault of 
the two lookouts, 
fredrick fleet and 

reginald lee?

was it the 
fault of captain 
edward J. smith?

it has been said 
that he had the ship 

moving too fast.

it has been 
said he was 
sleeping 
when he 

should have 
been on 

the ships’s 
bridge…

…sailing the mighty 
titanic to the safety 
of new york harbor.

high in the crows’ nest of the 
forward mast, they strained 
their eyes peering into the 

moonlit-darkness of the black 
sea and the black sky.

perhaps with binoculars, 
they would have spotted 
the iceberg in time for the 
ship to maneuver past it.

however, the 
binoculars had 

been left behind.

it was a 
mistake, but 
was it the 
mistake?
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was it the fault 
of the builders, 

harland and 
wolff?

was it the fault of the 
owners of the titanic, the 
white star line company?

it has been claimed 
that the steel used 
in the titanic hull 
was too brittle.

using modern 
tests, scientists 
have found that 

the steel…

…full of 
sulfur 

impurities, 
shatters 

when 
struck 

like glass 
hitting 

pavement.

did j. bruce ismail, 
president of the 
white star line…

…order captain 
smith to go full 
speed ahead…

…in order 
to set a new 
speed record 
from england 
to new york?

1. Southhampton,
England 

3. Queenstown,
Ireland 

2. Cherbourg,
France 

1. Southhampton,
England 

3. Queenstown,
Ireland 

2. Cherbourg,
France 

New
York

1. Southhampton,
England 

3. Queenstown,
Ireland 

2. Cherbourg,
France 
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did the 
mighty ship 

sink because 
of the coal 

fire…

…it was 
seaman henry 

smedlap.…burning out of 
control in the 
engine room?

or was the titanic the 
victim of an ancient 

curse…

…that emanated 
from the egyptian 

mummy housed 
behind the ship’s 

bridge?

perhaps, as some have said, 
the angry ghost of a steel 

worker whose body was 
welded into the hull of the 
titanic was exacting revenge.

or maybe it was sabotage?
world war I was on the horizon and 
perhaps there was intrigue afoot.

or maybe, 
just maybe…

smedlap!

you 
didn’t do 
preventive 

maintenance 
on the 

watertight 
doors.

now they’re 
all rusty!
they may not 
slide shut
if we need 

‘em to.

didn’t the 
chief tell you 
to do daily 
pm since we 
hung them a 
year ago!?

haven’t you 
heard the 

news, mate? 
this ship is 

unsinkable!

we don’t need 
no water-tight 

doors. no 
water’s gonna 
reach those 

doors.

I don’t mind doing a little 
pm here and there, but only 
where I think it’s needed.

now shove off! 
I’m getting forty 

more winks!
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seaman smedlap’s 
forty winks has been 
almost a century’s 
worth of winks. his 
fatal mistake was 

believing that he could 
decide what needed pm 

and what didn’t.

he thought the titanic 
was too big and too 
powerful to be sent 
to the ocean’s flOOR 
by a little rust on 
seldom used doors.

do you have any 
titanics in your unit? 

maybe you call 
them a tank or a 
helicopter…or a 
fighting vehicle. 

maybe you think 
like smedlap that 
pm on big, modern 

equipment is a waste 
of time and energy.

perhaps no one 
will ever know 
why the mighty 
titanic struck 
an iceberg and 
sank. but we do 
know one fact 
for certain: 

all equipment 
will sink to 

the bottom of 
the nmc ocean 

without pm. and 
some of that 
equipment may 

take “all hands” 
down with it.

smedlap 
was wrong! 
could you 

be?




