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I had him before I gave him 
to you. Grandpa had him before 
me. Even your great-grandpa 
had Teddy when he was a boy.

…after 
your 

great-
great-

grandpa 
Leonard 

Wood was 
promoted 
to colonel 

for the 
Spanish  
American 

War...

Congratulations, Colonel Wood! Welcome 
to a new chapter in your life and to a 

real challenge with this Cuban conflict. 
But I know you’ll make us proud.

Thank you, Sir. 
I appreciate 
your vote of 
confidence.

I ‘spect ol’ Teddy’s lost more’n 
a few buttons over the years. 

He’s been on lots of adventures, 
after all.

Well, snuggle down and listen. 
Just like your name’s been 

handed down for generations, 
Lenny, so too has this family 

mascot. Teddy’s first adventure 
happened way back in 1898…

Well, there’s one 
tale that this scruffy 
ol’ fella likes me to 
tell, if you’d like to 

hear it.

Like 
what?

Sure!

ha!
prolly.

Lenny, did 
you know 

that Teddy is 
even older 
than me?

Wow, Teddy’s 
ancient-old! 
is that why 

his eyes don’t 
match?

Not just 
mine. An 

old friend 
of yours 
had a say 

in this, 
too.

Couldn’t miss this 
ceremony, Leo. I’m 

joining up, too. You’ll 
need a dependable 
lieutenant colonel.

Teddy! 
What a nice 
surprise.

Wood and Roosevelt 
were old friends, 
having worked 
together when 
Roosevelt was the 
assistant secretary to 
the Navy and Wood 
an Army surgeon.

Together the two 
officers put together 
the 1st Volunteer 
Cavalry.
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Many of those 
chosen were 
rough-hewn fellas, 
like cowboys, 
ranchers and 
miners. Some 
were policemen or 
former veterans
who wanted
to see action 
again. 

Even a gambler or 
two tossed his hat 
in the ring.

They 
made sure the 

Rough Riders got 

all the training they 

needed, plus the 

best weapons and 

gear available, 

like…

But more importantly, they taught their men how 
to take care of their mounts and equipment.

To set them 
apart from the 
regular Army 
troops, they wore 
slouch hats, blue 
flannel shirts, 
brown trousers, 
neckerchiefs, 
leggings and 
boots. This look 
led to their 
nickname, the

Rough 
    Riders!

More than 
23,000 men 
wanted to join 
the volunteers, 
but Wood and 
Roosevelt had to 
winnow it down 
to 1,250.

Ordinary fellows 
need not apply—a 
man had to shoot 
and ride with the 
best of ’em to 
make the cut.

we only got a short time 
to polish the rough edges 

off these recruits.

youR lives 
now depend 
on preventive 
maintenance—
what I likes 
t’caLl PM! 

lissen 
up, yuh 

greEnhorns! 
it’s time 
fer sOme 
edifyin’! 
wars are 
won or 

lost by the 
slimmest of 
margins!

…many of the men were forced to 
march and fight as infantry instead 
of cavalry.

Logistical problems meant 
most of the horses and 
mules they needed didn’t 
make it to Cuba. so…

that also 
meant they 
had a brand 
new category 
of equipment 
to care for. 

There was a reason why 
the Rough Riders were 
also known as•	 Springfield (Krag) bolt-action rifles 

with .30-40 caliber cartridges

•	 Colt .45 
revolvers 

•	 riding 
tack

•	 Bowie knives

Even with all their prep, it 
wasn’t smooth sailing for 
the Rough Riders when 
they deployed. 

Experienced Army men who
had fought in the Civil and 
Indian Wars were hired on as
the Rough Rider officers.

uhH… ain’t 
WE s’posed 
to be on 

thet ship?

•	 shelter- 
tents 
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In rain and shine 
and jungle swamps, 
Colonel Wood 
carried the stuffed 
bear his 7 year-old 
son had sent.

Roosevelt led the charge on his 
horse, Texas, so all the men on foot 
could see him and be encouraged.

…and the REAL TEDDY—Teddy 
Roosevelt, who became Colonel of 
the Rough Riders after Wood was 
promoted to Brigadier General of 
the 2nd Cavalry.

Whether perched 
on his saddle horn 
or dangling from a 
pack, the reminder 
of home and hearth 
lifted his and the 
men’s spirits when 
the grind got hard 
and the slog long.

Two teddies now 
urged the men on 
in this final push—
the TOY…

Surprise, 
Daddy!

Thought you 

might get 

lonely at war so 

sending Teddy

to keep you

company. 
love, 

Leo Jr. 

p.s...
   Don’t forget to 

bring him back!

After the blazing Gatling guns cleared the last stretcH
for the americans, victory was not far behind.

At long last, the Rough Riders could go home, and so could both teddies!

well, I’Ll be!
GuesS the 

ROugh RiDErs 
have An oFficiaL 

MasCot now.

{sniFf}
I surely do love 
that li’l fella!

Him and All 
he symboLizes, 

clem!

what’s 
this?!

Heard you’ve got 
some mighty bad 
blisters, Collins.

I’ll 
be fine, 

Sir.

Nonsense. 
Proper foot 
care is just 

as critical as 
maintaining 

our gear and 
weapons. noW 
Let me take a 

look.

Hmmm, we’d 
better take 
care of this.

I’ve got 
some salve 

and bandages 
in my tent. Be 

right back

at the fierce Battle of San Juan Hill, as the shrapnel 
screamed and chaos ruled, the Rough Riders slogged
up a steep hill on aching feet.
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Cool! 
So our 

Teddy is 
famous.

Looks like Teddy can 
use a little PM himself. 
I’ll ask Mommy to fix 

this loose button.
Sweet dreams!

He sure is, son. 
Few folks know 

this story, though. 
Maybe someday 

you’ll want to tell 
it to your kids.

I will, 
daDdy.


