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•	 During BEFORE PMCS, check the starter switch for tightness. Vibration 
loosens it over time. When it gets too much play, it won’t work correctly. 
Your repairman can tighten it.

Dear Editor,
	 These tips for operating the M26 decon make deconning so much easier:
•	 If you need to move the M26, find seven friends. It weighs 600 pounds and 

it takes eight Soldiers to safely carry it.

•	 When starting the M26, 
set the throttle no more 
than half way before 
cranking the engine. 
You’ll hear a click when 
the throttle hits half 
way. If you push the 
throttle higher, the M26 
tends to flood.

Easy

M26 Decon…

Deconning 

the Easy way

thank you 
for the 
excellent 
pM, my 

good man.

ThiS 
wiLl mAke 
deConNinG 

simplY 
delighTfuL!

Hey, I’m gOinG tO 
nEed SevEn oF yOu to 
MoVE thiS baD BoY!

I have put 
on a litTle 

WeiGHT. 

Thanks For 
GetTing the 
EXtra HELp!

Set
throttle

no more 
than

half way
to start
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	 For winter storage, run calcium inhibitor through the water lines and then fill 
the system with antifreeze. The calcium inhibitor keeps the lines clear and the 
antifreeze stops the system from freezing. 

•	 Be careful around the exhaust. In just 4 minutes of operation it can get 
very hot. 

•	 If the main pump clutch light won’t come on, push the 2S1 button. That 
keeps the M26 from building up too much pressure. 

	 Most M26s sit for 
long periods in a CONEX. 
That’s why it’s critical to 
carefully prepare your M26 
for storage. Otherwise it 
can be ruined by corrosion. 
First, make sure all fuel 
is drained. After you’ve 
completely drained the fuel 
system, pull out the burner 
fuel line, drain it and then 
empty the fuel line’s tube. 
Fuel can hide in the tube.

	 Remove the batteries 
and coat their terminals 
and terminal connectors 
with GAA to prevent 
corrosion during storage. 

	 SGT Anderson Jaremillo
	 SGT Rick Dieter
	 SPC Preston Daniel	
	 63rd Chemical Co
	 Ft Campbell, KY

•	 Give the hand crank 
at least two feet of 
clearance. It can kick 
back and give you 
quite a smack if you’re 
too close. Crank with 
a steady motion to 
prevent kickbacks. 

•	 Don’t forget the M26 
has spare fuses for the 
pump, starter switch, and 
the relays. If a fuse goes 
out in the field, just pop 
in a new one. Replace 
the spare when you 
return from the field.

•	 If the burner won’t start, 
make sure the clutch 
for the water pump is 
turning. If the clutch belt 
is broken or loose, the 
pump won’t work. 

•	 If you suspect fuel 
problems, check the bleed 
valve for the fuel shutoff 
valve. If fuel comes out of 
the bleed valve, the fuel 
system is OK.

Drain fuel 
line tube 
before 
storage

•	 Be careful around the 
battery terminals. 
They’re exposed, so if 
you accidentally touch 
them with something 
metallic, you’ll get a 
bad shock.

DarnED GoOd 
DeCoNniNg tips! 

thankS for 
Sharing!

I w-wish yuh-you’d 
re-re-remembered 
{chatter} to put 

a-antifreeze in 
muh-me buh-before 

{chatter} shutting 
me in h-here! I’m fuh-

frozen suh-solid!!

ohhh! I 
forgot to 

warn you to 
be careful 
around my 
battery!
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