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M2A1 barrels do have 
interrupted threads on the 
receiver side of the barrel, 
a barrel alignment pin, and 

a flash suppressor. 

M2 barrels don’t have interrupted threads 
on the receiver side of the barrel, a barrel 

alignment pin or a flash suppressor.

Dear Editor,
 In the article on Page 39 of PS 
746 (Jan 15) on the importance of 
changing machine gun barrels during 
firing, you said the M2A1 barrels must 
be specifically gaged to that weapon. 
 That’s not true. TM 9-1005-347-
10 says,  “All M2A1 barrels are 
interchangeable without affecting 
the headspace or timing of
the weapon.”

SFC Sylbert Jackson-Smith
Armament Maintenance NCO
Joint Base Lewis-McChord
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You’re right! 
Once the 91F 
gages the 

M2A1, any M2A1 
barrel can be 
used with it. 

But remember 
you can’t use 
an M2 barrel 
with an M2A1 
receiver and
vice versa.

So, how do 
you tell the 
difference 
between 
barrels?

hey, this 
says I can 

use any M2a1 
barrel.

that’s GoOd 
to KnoW!


