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you don’t know the answer. You’re baffled. You pride yourself on being able to figure 
things out, but this one escapes you.
 Of course it’s not covered in the TM. Or if it is, you can’t find it. And nobody has 
ever shown you how to do it. 
 You could ask somebody, but what would the other mechanics say? You’ve been 
here so long it’d make you sound like an idiot. 
 Maybe you could get the new Soldier to ask instead. But what if they all look to you 
for the answer? Or worse, what if everybody knows the answer but you?
 Nope, no way you’re asking that question. So you guess. But you guess wrong. And 
then a real maintenance nightmare begins, one far more embarrassing than simply 
asking a question up front.
 As the original Murphy’s Law goes: “If there are two or 
more ways to do something, and one of those ways can 
result in a catastrophe, then someone will do it.”
 Don’t be that someone. Ignorance isn’t bliss. But it’s 
not stupidity, either. It’s just lack of knowledge.

 asKjust asK
already!

if you’re not 
sure, ask!

Those who 
guess are 
taking tOo 
many risks.

Sure, you 
might get a 
little flak 

now, but it’s 
better than 

making a 
big mistake 

later.

And once you 
start asking 
questions, 
others will 
ask, too. it’s 

contagious—in a 
good way. So 
ask already!

Where the 
heck is it in 

the TM? Can’t 
find it. 

But asking somebody 
else will make me look 
dumb. Guess I’ll just 
give it my best shot.


