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Check the
fin boom

for bent fins 
(other than 
the normal 

canted 
fins on the 

bottom 
of the fin 
blades).

Make sure the fin boom hasn’t come 
loose from the projectile body.

inspect the propelling charges 
for leaking propellant. if you 

find black powder on or around 
the propelling charge and in the 
fiber tube packaging, repack the 
cartridge and return it to the 
ammunition supply point (ASP).

it’s the responsibility 
of a mortar crew’s 
ammunition bearer 
to inspect mortar 
rounds before the 
rounds are fired.

He must do ammo 
safety checks, 

adjust propelling 
charges, set the 

fuze and remove any 
safety wires.

Based on recent mortar 
malfunctions and mishaps, 
ammunition bearers should 

pay special attention to 
these potential problem 

areas…

Dear Editor,
 Armorers need to note an NSN correction 
in the MK 19 machine gun TM:
 In WP 0070-3 of TM 9-1010-230-23&P 
(Aug 12), the NSN for the helical spring (Item 
6) should be 5360-01-123-6196. 

 Donald Prince
 Ft Bragg, NC

Editor’s note:
Thanks, Donald. 
Make a note, 
armorers. That NSN 
will be corrected in 
the next revision to 
the TM.

Mortars… Do the 
Complete 

Round 
Checkup

MK 19 NSN Correction
Uh-OH!

they’ve got a 
bad NSN here.

I’d better tell 
my Armorer.

The new 
120mm mortar 
rounds have 
the M234A1 
propelling 

charges with 
tabs that 
lock the 

two charges 
together in 
the correct 

position. 

Make sure the propelling 
charges are positioned 

downward on the fin boom 
toward the fin blades. 
Firing with propelling 
charges on the upper 

portions of the fin boom 
can cause short rounds. 

Make sure each propelling 
charge is 180 degrees from the 

propelling charge above or below 
it. if the charges are all to one 

side, a short round could result.

Propelling charges should be 180 degrees apart

Current M234A1

Check fin 
boom for 
bent fins

Look for leaking propellant

Propelling charges positioned downward?

before you 
load my rounds, 
do these round 
checks. you’ll 
save us both a 
lot of trouble!

And look for broken, cracked, 
gouged or pitted fins.

Leaking 
propellant 

leads 
to short 
rounds.
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