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This AR lists exceptions to securing vehicles with 
a locking mechanism. Para 3-5e (2)(g) provides an 

exception for fuel tanker vehicles at the discretion 
of the installation commander.

For example, Para 3-14 of AR 190-51
gives you guidance on POL that’s not at
bulk storage facilities. The reg says:

POL trucks that contain fuel and that are 
not under the surveillance of the operator 

or a dedicated guard force will have:

1. Locked	hatch	covers	where	possible.
2. Locked	manifold	access	doors.
3. Each	manifold	valve	secured	with	a

transportation	seal	if	a	manifold
access	door	cannot	be	locked.

4. Approved	padlocks	as	specified	in
nonsparking	brass	locks	for	safety,	if
available.

Fuel
Tankers… Should We Lock or Not?

Say, 
Master 

Sergeant 
half-Mast, 
We’ve bEen 
leaving the 
steering 
wheels 
on all 

refueling 
vehicles 
and fuel 
tankers 

unsecured 
for safety 
reasons.

in case of fire, we could 
quickly move the vehicles out 
of danger without the delay 

of tracking down a key.

Recently 
we were 

told to… 

…secure all fuel
tankers in the motor 

pool because there’s not 
a regulation or policy 
exempting them from 

security requirements.

is there a regulation or 
policy you know of that 
can answer the question, 
“Must we lock our unit’s 

M978A4 HEMTT fuel 
trucks and other fuel 

tanker vehicles or not?”

that’s 
a good 

question, 
Sergeant.

Want more info? The regulation is 
available online at the Army Publishing 

Directorate’s website:

The installation commander must do a 
risk assessment. When locking fuel tanker 

vehicles could create a potentially 
unacceptable hazard to life or property, 
the installation commander may decide 

not to require the lock.

However, 
other 

security 
measures 
must be 
taken.

Typically, you can 
find guidance in…

But there are some 
exceptions that you’ll 

find in a source that may 
not be so obvious…

9-2300-

422-20,TB
Security of

Tactical Wheeled

Vehicles.

AR 190-51,
Military Police,Security of Unclassified Army Property (Sensitiveand Nonsensitive).

Fuel-carrying vehicles will be parked 
in lighted areas of airfields or

in motor pools protected by locked 
perimeter barriers or guards,

whenever possible.

Hey! where YOU 
goin’? My sTeErinG 
WHeEl is unSECURe!

I think 
there’s an 
exception 
For Fuel 
Tankers.

how ‘bout 
Asking HalF-

Mast?
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http://www.army.mil/usapa/epubs/
190_Series_Collection_1.html

http://www.army.mil/usapa/epubs/190_Series_Collection_1.html

