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operators, keep this start-up tip in mind when your backhoe loader (BHL) has been 
sitting for several weeks: Prime the BHL’s turbocharger before start up.
 You’ll find this CAUTION statement scattered throughout TM 5-2420-231-
10 (Feb 09). That’s because the impeller inside the engine’s turbocharger needs 
lubrication when it first starts up.

 If oil doesn’t get pumped into the impeller’s bearings, they can burn out. Then 
you’re stuck while your loader goes to sustainment maintenance to get a ruined 
turbocharger replaced. What a drag!
 Make sure you prime the turbocharger every time the engine oil filter is replaced, 
too. The priming procedure is in WP 0010-3 of the -10 TM.

Backhoe Loader…

avoid turbo burnout!

CAUTION
If the BHL has not been operated for several weeks or engine oil filter has been replaced, 
prime turbocharger with oil per Priming Turbocharger procedure below. Failure to comply 
may result in damage to turbocharger.

Let’s geT 
goiNG! we’ve 
got a lotta 
dirt to dig!

wait a minute! 
you’d better prime 
my turbocharger 
first. I’ve been 
sitting here for 
quite a while!

And don’t 
forget my 

turbo needs 
priming after 
my oil filter’s 
replaced, too!

Got 
it!


