
Careful How You Carry

M240-Series,
M249 Machine Guns…

Careful How You Carry

if the bolt is locked to the rear, the safety MUsT be set to SAFE!

you can safely carry 
the M240 or M249 

three different ways:

•	 Bolt forward, set to FIRE, 
no round in chamber

•	 Bolt forward, set to FIRE, 
with rounds positioned 
for chambering when the 
weapon is charged (you’re 
expecting engagement)

•	 Bolt locked to rear, set 
to SAFE, with or without 
rounds chambered

That’s why you should carry 
the M240 or M249 with the 

safety set to FIRE, its bolt 
forward, and no round in the 
chamber. don’t put the gun on 
SAFE with the bolt forward!

a round in the chamber or 
on the feed tray is a fatal 
accident waiting to happen.

Always clear your M240 
or M249 before you ride 

the bolt forward.

if you’re hazy on how to clear your machine gun, 
check out the clearing procedure in the M249’s 
TM 9-1005-201-10 OR the M240’s TM 9-1005-313-10.

That means 
pushing the cocking 
handle forward…

riding the bolt 
forward…

could cause a 
round already

chambered to fire.

both 
the M240 
and M249 
machine 

guns fire 
from the 
open bolt 
position.
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put me down!
I’m not going 

anywhere with you 
unless you safely 
CarRy me. We don’t 

want any Nasty 
dischArges!

Safety


