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PT means getting up during dark, early 
morning hours for long, hard workouts. 
it could be raining, icy cold or blistering 

hot, but you’re still there, day after 
day. That’s because you understand it’s 

a vital way to ensure both mind and body 
are ready for the rigors ahead.

The same is true of your equipment.
it must be maintained, exercised, and 
constantly fine-tuned so that it’s as 

ready as you are when needed.

Readiness rates tell the Army how well 
its equipment is being maintained. A high 

readiness rate means equipment is battle 
ready. A low rate means equipment is 

deadlined and waiting for parts to bring 
it back up to speed. The availability of 
those parts plays a huge factor in the 

readiness of equipment.

Units that take good care of their 
equipment have to order fewer 

replacement parts. Their equipment is 
able to work harder and longer because 
small problems are fixed before they can 
become big problems. That’s the heart of 

preventive maintenance (PM).

if equipment isn’t cared for properly, 
parts break down.

in some cases, large amounts of those 
parts have to be ordered to keep 

equipment functioning. When demand goes 
too high, the supply system is unable to 

keep up and long lead times result .

Readiness rates take a nosedive.

Admit it. 
some of 

you aren’t 
huge fans 

of PT.

For that reason, these parts 
are known as readiness drivers. in 
this and subsequent issues of PS, 
you’ll find articles that highlight 

specific readiness drivers. the 
NSNS for these readiness drivers 
will be highlighted, so Take them 

to heart.

By practicing good PM, those 
parts can help drive readiness 

rates up instead of down.


