
You Can’t Take
the  Commander
Out of Command

Maintenance!
As a Corps commander in 1952, Major 

General I.D. White was right, maintenance 
is a responsibility of command.

Commanders, 
if you are to 
maintain high 
equipment 
readiness 

states and yet 
judiciously 
manage your 
maintenance 
budgets, you 
must be both 

interested 
in and 

involved with 
maintenance. 

You must invest 
the time and 
the will to 
ensure that 
preventive 

maintenance 
tasks are
done well.

Now, after 
nearly a 

decade of 
war, the Army 
is returning 
to individual 

and unit 
maintenance

as its 
standard and 
the message 
remains true. 
maintenance 
is a command 

responsibility.

Preventive Maintenance…
	 A Command Responsibility
	
	 “Preventive Maintenance is not 
a modern invention. Commanders 
have always been charged with 
insuring that all elements of their 
commands, human and material, 
be ready and able to accomplish 
an assigned task. This can be done 
in only one way—by everlasting 
interest of every member of the 
chain of command—in short, by 
recognizing that maintenance is 
not the job of the technician, im-
portant as he may be, but the job 
of the commander. PM is a com-
mand responsibility.”

Major General I.D. White
Commanding 10th Corps




