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5.56mm ball M855A1, linked
5.56mm ball M855A1,
clipped with bandoleer
5.56mm ball M855A1,
clipped, commercial pack
4 ball M855A1/1TR M856A1, linked
5.56mm ball M855A1,
clipped bulk pack without bandoleer

Nomenclature

AB56

AB57

AB58

AB73

AB77

DODIC

01-559-3332

01-559-3333

01-559-3335

01-596-4478

01-598-0155

NSN 1305-

• Dramatically improves hard target performance at longer
distances.

• Consistently takes down soft targets.
• Is superior to legacy 7.62mm ball rounds against soft targets.
• Improves accuracy and effectiveness at extended ranges.
But	there	are	a	few	things	Soldiers	need	to	remember

about	the	M855A1:

• The penetrator tip may rotate and there is a distinct gap
between the bullet jacket and the penetrator.  But this doesn’t 
affect the M855A1’s performance in any way.

• White or gray corrosion that looks like a thin layer of dust can
appear when the ammo is exposed to certain environmental
conditions.  This has no effect on the M855A1 rounds.  If you
see rust, though, report it up your chain of command.

• When zeroing with M855A1 rounds, follow the 5m-offset
procedures for zeroing weapons, ammunition and optics
prescribed in Section 5-1 of FM 3-22.9, Rifle Marksmanship
M16-/M4-Series Weapons.

• Do not use M855A1 rounds in close quarter battle shoot houses.

The	Army	supports	only	two	shotguns:
• M26	modular	accessory	shotgun	system,

NSN 1005-01-535-3487 (LIN S40541)
• M500	shotgun,

NSN 1005-01-295-1832  (LIN T39223)
	 If	 you	 have	 the	 following	 shotguns,	
turn	 them	 in	 and	 order	 either	 the	 M26	
or	M500:
• M1200, NSN 1005-00-921-5483
• M590, NSN 1005-01-251-8578
• M870, NSN 1005-00-973-5645
• M550A1, NSN 1005-01-371-4462

	 Questions?	Contact	TACOM’s	Engel	
Arias	 at	 DSN	 786-1547,	 (586)	 282-
1547,	or	email:		

engels.d.arias.civ@mail.mil
	 Or	 Justin	 Voneye,	 DSN	 786-1265,	
(586)	282-1265,	or	email:

justin.w.voneye.civ@mail.mil
	 Or	 Rich	 Roscoe,	 DSN	 786-1276,	
(586)	282-1276,	or	email:

richard.j.roscoe.civ@mail.mil

Ammunition… Improved
5.56mm Round 

Coming to
CONUS

TURN IN OLD SHOTGUNS
if you have any 
shotguns other 
than us, Turn 

them in!

we’re 
the only 
shotguns 
the army 
supPorts.

M855A1 rounds are available in these configurations…

M855A1 ammo gives you an advantage on the battle-
field, but ammo is only as good as your marksmanship.

M855A1 round
may have gap under 

its penetrator

The M855A1 enhanced 
performance round has 

been used in theater 
operations since 2010. 

Now it’s coming to CONUS 
training locations!

it’s replacing 
the M855, 

which has been 
used for over 

30 years.

The M855A1 performs 
better than all other 

5.56mm cartridges as a 
general purpose round 

and has these advantages 
over the M855…
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