
Start by determining
the extent of the 

leak.

Any time a drip forms 
enough to drop off 

your vehicle you have
a Class III leak,
a condition that

makes most vehicles
Non Mission Capable. 

Of course, if your 
vehicle’s leak is 

more like a stream 
of fluid, component 

failure could be 
just moments away. MAR 15 15PS 748 MAR 15

First, what is your environment?
 Your decision may be different in a combat area than if 
you are at home station on a training range. 

Second, what is the risk of continued operation 
to the crew and passengers?

 A fuel or oil leak in the engine compartment of most 
vehicles could lead to fire or explosion.

Third, what is the risk of losing the vehicle to 
catastrophic failure if you continue operation?

Fourth, what is the risk to the environment?

Fifth, if people are injured, equipment is 
damaged, or the environment is harmed due to 
your decision to continue operations, could 

criminal or civil charges be made against you? 
Could an investigation find you at fault and 

hold you financially responsible?

You carefully did your 
Before Operations PMCS. The 

drip pans were clean and 
dry and you didn’t notice any 

staining or seepage. Your 
vehicle was good to go, so 

you went on your way.

Now your vehicle has a Class III leak! 
it doesn’t matter much whether it’s a 

radiator hose on a HMMWV, a hydraulic 
leak on a SEE, or an oil leak from the 

front seal of a HEMTT.

You 
have a 
decision 

to 
make!
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?

lessons 
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Tactical Vehicles…

the right 
approach to 

your situation

is a Risk
assessment.

Drivers can perform great Before Operations PMCS, but 
equipment doesn’t usually break down in the motor pool.

if the TM states that a Class III leak 
makes the vehicle NMC if found during Before 
Operations PMCS, the vehicle is probably NMC 

as soon as you find it during operations.

it often happens in inconvenient places at inconvenient 
times. That’s why During Operations PMCS is so critical.

so what 
do you do?

This can be a real world 
problem. But fortunately there 

are real world solutions.

sometimes 
little things 
can make a

big
difference!

And that’s especially 
true for little leaks 
that can possibly 

cause big problems!

imagine 
this…

OK, 
imagination 
time’s over.

Can you 

continue the 

mission?

Can you make 

it back to the 

motor pool?

Must 
you stop 
where 

you are?

lessons 
on leaks
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1.	Contain the leak with a drip pan or other field expedient method.
2.	Check the fluid level.
3.	Notify the senior on-site member of your unit and explain the 

nature of the leak. If not in combat operations, place the vehicle 
in NMC status and cease operations.

4.	Whenever you find a leak, find out where it’s coming from. You 
might be able to stop the leak simply by tightening a clamp, plug 
or screw. So for leaks due to loose fittings, carefully tighten the 
fittings and reassess.

 If leaks are due to small, pin-sized holes, temporarily patch 
them if you can without creating a fire or burn hazard. Larger 
holes and blown seals may make operation impossible.

5.	If the drip is slow and fluid levels still measure high, return to the 
motor pool at slow speeds with frequent stops to check the leak 
and fluid levels. If you see an obvious drop in fluid levels, cease 
operations, shut down your vehicle and wait for a tow.

Tightening 
screws 
could stop 
some leaks

Here 
are some 

suggestions 
on how you 

should react 
to Class III 
leaks found 

during 
operations.

Record the fault on 
the vehicle’s DA Form 
5988-E PMCS sheet.

thanks 
for the 
advice, 
bOnNie!

it’s best to report 
Class III leaks directly 
to the motor sergeant 
so he knows about it as 

soon as possible.

The 5988-E also needs 
to be turned in to the 
SAMS/GCSS-Army clerk 
so the status can be 

entered in the system.

Risk
assessment

is about 
protecting 

Soldiers and 
equipment.

Soldiers may make assessments, but 
leaders must make critical safety decisions. 

Soldiers who are well trained take better 
care of their equipment and are better able 

to assess and avoid hazards.


