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Dear Sergeant,
 Your inspector is right. Mixing steel and aluminum roadwheels on the same 
road arm causes uneven wear that wears out the roadwheels before their time.
 You can mix steel and aluminum roadwheels on the same vehicle, just make 
sure you have two of the same type on each road arm.
 It’s easy to tell what type 
of roadwheel you have. 
Aluminum roadwheels have 
18 small rivets equally spaced 
around the rim. There are no 
rivets on steel roadwheels.
 If you want to be absolutely 
sure, use a magnet. The magnet 
will cling to a steel roadwheel, 
but not to an aluminum one.
 Only steel roadwheels are still available in the supply system.
If a new roadwheel is needed, order it with NSN 2530-01-139-3748.

Dear Half-Mast,
 We have several M113-series vehicles in our unit that have both steel and 
aluminum roadwheels. My maintenance inspector deadlined all vehicles that 
have steel and aluminum roadwheels on the same road arm.
 I’ve looked high and low in the TMs, but can’t find anything that supports 
what he’s saying. What’s the scoop?
        SGT K.B.
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Aluminum wheels have rivets

How are we s’posed to know if 
our vehicle’s roadwheels are

steel or aluminum?
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