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•	 Changing	the	canister	from	
right	to	left	or	vice	versa

•	 Replacing	or	re-seating	the	
side	voicemitter

•	 Replacing	or	drastically	
readjusting	the	head	
harness

•	 Replacing	the	outlet	valve	
cover	and	disk

•	 Replacing	the	internal	
drink	tube	nipple

Test	Tip

1.	Breathe normally, keeping your head motionless.
2.	Breathe deeply and slowly, inhaling through 

your nose and exhaling through your mouth. 
3.	Move your head side to side, looking over each 

shoulder in one-second intervals. Make sure 
the canister doesn’t touch either shoulder. That 
throws off the test.

4.	Move your head up and down, looking at 
the floor and then the ceiling in one-second 
intervals. Make sure the canister doesn’t touch 
your chest.

5.	Rotate your chin, moving your jaw in a circular 
pattern with your mouth slightly open. 

M40/M42/M50-series	Masks…

Test Masks Annually
Unless…

Normally, CBRN specialists need to 
test the M40/M42 masks in their unit just 
once a year with the M41 PATS to ensure 

the masks will protect Soldiers.

Any time
there are

parts
replaced 
or major 

adjustments 
made to the 
mask, you 

should do a 
PATS test just 
to make sure 
everything 
is OK. For 
example…

if a 
Soldier
loses

or
gains
10 or 
more 

pounds, 
the 

mask 
should 
also be 
tested.

if you’ve 
already 

received the 
new M50-

series mask, 
you should 

test the 
mask if…

…the head harness 
is replaced or 

drastically 
readjusted,…

…the outlet valve 
cover and disk are 

replaced,…

…or the Soldier 
gains or loses ten 
or more pounds.

you should hear 
a series of tHreE 
beEps. they mean 
my overall test 
result will be 

displayed!

in fact, any time you 
have doubts about a 
mask, do a PATS test. 
Why take a chance?

But there are 
exceptions.

When you perform the PATS 
test, do each of the following 
exercises yourself to show the 

Soldier what to do…

beep
 beep
  beep
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