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Dear Editor,
 The MK 19 and M203 weapons may both fire grenades, but they definitely 
can’t fire the same ammo. 
 MK 19 ammo comes linked. M203 ammo has no links. Cutting off the links 
for MK 19 ammo so it can be used in an M203 is illegal and dangerous. And 
trying to fire M203 ammo in an MK 19 is equally dangerous. We had one 
unit try that with an MK 19 and half the rounds burst during the feed stroke. 
 Just follow the -10 TMs for both weapons on what ammo to use and you’ll 
be fine. 
 
 Karl Hayhurst
 TACOM Small Arms LAR
 Camp Casey, S. Korea

Editor’s note: 
Thanks for the warning, Karl.

M2 vs. M2A1: It’s Either/Or

MK 19 and M203 Ammo DON’T Mix!
excuse me, 

I seem to be 
running a bit 

short of ammo. 

are 
you 

kidding 
me?

might I 
borrow a 

few of your 
rounds?

you gotta 
fire your 
rounds 
only.

our 
rounds 
don’t 
mix!

Once units receive 
the new M2A1 

machine guns it’s 
time to turn in 

their old M2s. The 
Army doesn’t want 
M2s and M2A1s in 

the same unit. 

And it’s 
pretty 
easy to 

make that 
mistake!

if you’re going to be firing the 
M2A1 on the CROWS, keep the 

old M2 gages. 

They are 
needed to 

perform the 
electronic 
timing for 
the CROWS 
solenoid.

Use the
FiRE/NO FiRE 
portion of 

the old timing 
gage for the 
electronic 

timing.

The 
barrels 
don’t 

look that 
different.

M2A1 barrels have interrupted 
threads on the receiver side 
of the barrel, a barrel lock 
pin (or lug) and a carrying 

handle assembly.

 M2 barrels have the same 
serial number as their 

receiver and do not have a 
carrying handle assembly 

or barrel lock pin.

why? yeah, 
why?

I’ll 
TelL 
you…

…You can
interchange 
M2 barrels 

with other M2 
machine guns 
and you can 
do the same 

with M2A1 
barrels and 
M2A1 machine 

guns.

Remember,
any time the M2 
is to be fired 
it must first 

be headspaced 
and timed by 

the gunner. And 
that’s also true 
any time barrels 

are switched.

To do that, every 
gunner must have his 
own M2 headspace 

and timing gages, NSN 
5220-00-535-1217. Don’t 

go to the field or 
range with only one 

set of gages for all 
the M2s. That’s asking 

for trouble.

But, if you 
try to use an 
M2A1 barrel 
on an M2 or 
an M2 barrel 
on an M2A1,
you damage 
the weapon 
and maybe 

even
yourself.

The M2A1 
must have its 

headspace and 
timing verified 

by your 
repairman 

before you go 
to the field.

But once
that’s done

you can switch 
its two

barrels with-
out worrying 
about gaging

it again.

I’m reporting 
for duty. that 
means you need 

to go to another 
unit. I’m afraid 
I don’t work 

with M2s. I work 
strictly with 
other M2A1s.
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