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Pilots and co-pilots, aircraft pitot tubes are sensors used to measure aircraft speed. 
Having clean and dry pitot tubes ensures correct airspeed readings. That’s why you need to 
keep covers on the tubes when the aircraft is not flying. Covers keep out dirt and moisture.
 There’s one big problem, though. After flying, some folks forget to turn off the pitot 
tube heater. No big deal if you leave off the covers, but if you place covers on searing hot 
pitot tubes, they will melt and stick to the tube. And if you touch a hot tube, you’ll leave 
skin behind, too! Ouch!  
 Removing a melted cover is no joke. In some cases, tubes have to be replaced because 
they cannot be cleaned. 
 So once you shut down your aircraft, take a second look to make sure you’ve turned off 
everything in the cockpit before calling it quits. Then install the pitot tube covers. 
 To clean and maintain your pitot static system, check out Chapter 4 of TM 1-1500-204-
23-4. You should also follow the maintenance steps in each specific aircraft TM. 
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