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Dear Half-Mast,
 Word in the motor pool is that Hawkers are the only batteries to be used 
in our FMTVs. Is that true?
   SGT M.S.S.

Dear Sergeant,
  There’s definitely been a push to replace the old, electrolyte batteries with the 
Hawker absorbed glass mat battery, NSN 6140-01-485-1472. The Hawker is a 
sealed, maintenance-free battery that offers “deep cycle” performance. They cost 
more, but last longer and save lots of money in the long run.
 All of the newer FMTVs have the Hawker battery installed during 
production. But some of the older trucks still use the electrolyte 
batteries.
 When an electrolyte battery fails 
in your FMTV, it’s OK to replace 
it with another electrolyte battery. 
But if you replace it with a Hawker, 
the other three batteries have to be 
Hawkers, too. Plain and simple, 
do not mix battery types on your 
FMTV.

FMTVs…

Batteries: Mix Or Match?

All four 
batteries 
should be 
same type

hey, I got 
you one of the 
new hawker 
batteries to 
replace the 

one that
went dead.

but that 
battery’s 
different 
from my 
other 
ones.

is it OK 
to mix 
‘em?


