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	 Secure	 those	 cables! Every year 
launcher cables are ripped out because 
they’ve been left dangling. When the 
launcher swings around, it catches 
those loose cables and r-i-i-i-p. One 
unit lost a J box, cables and wiring 
harness this way. Total bill: $491,032. 
 To help you secure the cables, you can order a launcher cable clamp assembly, 
NSN 4030-01-582-8341. Then use the diagrams on Page 37 to secure the cables with 
clamps and straps. 
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follow these 
three diagrams for 
securing the cables 

and you’ll never need 
to worry about that 

happening again…
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		 Carefully	remove	missile	desiccant	
panels. To change the missiles’ 
desiccant, you have to remove the 
panel. But you must remove and install 
the back plate bolts in the proper order 
and use the right torque or you can 
crack the panel. That could mean you 
have to code out the missile.

Patriot 
Missile 
System…

The Patriot is one 
of the Army’s most 

complex systems, which 
means it needs all your 
attention if it’s going 

to do its job.

you got that right, 
Half-Mast! I neEd 
constant Attention. 

Here’s…

hoW
you can

help!

Torque the bolts to 16.0+/-2 lb-in and
remove and install them in this order:

Cable 
clamp 
assembly 
prevents 
dangling 
cables
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 	 Easy with the eight launcher doors.	
If	 you	 jerk	 the	 doors	 open	 or	 slam	
them	 shut,	 the	 door	 rods	 break.	 Then	
you	 can’t	 keep	 the	 door	 open.	 Open	
the	doors	without	 over-muscling	 them.	
Lock	 the	rod	 in	place	 to	keep	 the	door	
locked	 open	 so	 the	wind	 can’t	 slam	 it	
shut.	When	you’re	done,	release	the	rod	
and	carefully	shut	the	door.

 Don’t bypass limit switches.	Limit	switches	can	take	a	beating	during	travel	and	
then	they	stop	working.	But	if	you	bypass	limit	switches	to	keep	operating,	you	cause	
safety	problems:	Outriggers	overextend	and	break	or	outriggers	won’t	stabilize	the	
launcher	 correctly.	That	 could	 get	 somebody	 killed.	 If	 a	 limit	 switch	 has	 stopped	
working,	report	it	ASAP	so	it	can	be	fixed.	

	 Protect the launcher actuator covers…and order 
extras.	 The	 covers	 are	 flimsy	 and	 break	 easily.	 Handle	
them	with	care.	Take	them	off	every	few	months	and	clean	
under	them.	Some	units	zip-tie	them	on	to	keep	them	from	
disappearing.	But	you’ll	still	need	to	order	extras	with	NSN	
1420-01-354-9685.	They’ll	probably	wear	out	in	six	months.

I’ve got a bad 
limit switch. I’m 

not doing anything 
unTil you Get it 

fixed. Otherwise, 
I’m not safe!

Jerking or slamming launcher doors breaks door rods

Hold on 
there!

Be careful 
raising the 
outriggers 

in cold 
weather.

if the pads freeze to the ground, they 
can break when the legs are lifted. 

Follow the deicing procedure in WP 0157 
in TM 9-1440-1600-10 (Dec 04, w/Ch 9,

Sep 13) before lifting the outriggers.


