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	 Keep	fingers	
away	from	the	
sideloader. The 
sideloader can hurt 
your hand badly if 
you’re not careful 
during loading. Keep 
hands away from 
the sideloader and 
use AUTOMATIC 
mode for loading. 
MANUAL mode 
should only be used 
if AUTOMATIC 
isn’t working.
	 Check	that	the	
cannon	plug	is	
clear	of	debris	and	
its	pins	aren’t	bent. 
If dirt is in the plug 
or its pins are bent, 
your M230 will have 
a poor electrical 
connection. 

	 Look	for	loose,	
broken	or	missing	
lock	wires. If screws 
aren’t lock-wired 
tightly, the M230’s 
vibration will shake 
them loose. Then 
components start 
falling off. 
	 Make	sure	the	gun	door	and	round	ejection	areas	are	clear. Debris can be 
blown in there, which can lead to firing problems.
	 Check	 the	 recoil	 adapter	viewing	
hole	 for	 the	 correct	 amount	 of	
damping	 fluid. Too much or too 
little fluid can lead to damage. Unless 
required by a combat situation, do 
not fire the M230 unless the recoil 
mechanism has been properly serviced. 
Remember that temperature can affect 
the fluid level, too. If the temperature 
changes dramatically, so will the 
damping fluid level. Just make sure the 
red indicator is visible in the viewing 
hole. Add or drain fluid as necessary.

M230 Automatic Gun…

Target 
This
PMCS

To keep your M230 
automatic gun on target, 
target these safety and 

PMCS tips…

you tell ‘em, 
SGt Blade!

Look for broken or 
missing lock wires

Red indicator 
visible?

I Shoulda kept my 
fingers away from 
that sideloader!

Check cannon plug for debris and bent pins

OUCh! 
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	 Use	TW-25B	lubricant. Units have found TW-25B works better than lubricants 
like grease, molybdenum disulfide (GMD), especially in the desert. GMD attracts 
sand, which hurts its ability to lube. 
 Before applying TW-25B, clean off the old grease with isopropyl alcohol. When 
you lube the roller chain, drive gear/bearing and the bearing surfaces where the rotor 
mates, apply a heavy coat of lubricant. Use a brush or a caulk or grease gun to apply 
it. When you’re finished, white grease should be visible and plentiful. 

 Make sure you don’t get TW-25B on areas of the feeders that contact ammo and 
limit the amount you apply to areas that the feeders slide on. 
 But you should still use GMD on parts of the gun not exposed to sand, such as the 
constant speed drive. 
 Order a 4-oz tube of TW-25B with NSN 9150-01-439-1873 or a 32-oz jar with 
NSN 9150-01-535-8687.
	Clean	the	contacts	on	the	contact	box. 
Dirty contacts can cause a ROUNDS 
DECREMENT FAIL when you try to fire. 
Even a brand new electrical box for the 
M230 has a thin layer of anti-corrosion 
coating that may interfere with firing 
voltage. Just wipe these contacts with a 
clean cloth to ensure a good connection. 
	 Check	 forward	 flex	 chutes	 before	
use. Corrosion, bent or broken links and 
improper installation can all cause the 
ammo system to jam. Even new chutes 
need to be inspected for proper assembly 
and lubrication prior to installation.

 Use a brush, cloth, or syringe 
to apply a light to moderate coat 
of TW-25B to the forward and 
aft tracks, bolt and cam area, 
bolt locking lugs, receiver walls, 
breech barrel support, gun support 
bearings, rails, and chutes. When 
you’re finished, white grease 
should be slightly visible.

Use 
TW-25B 
on gun 
parts 
such 
as the 
rail…

…and on the
roller chain

Make sure forward flex chute’s straight 
connecting links are properly assembled 

before you install chute


