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The Dr. Drill ShowThe Dr. Drill Show
My first guests 
today are Jack 

and Minnie. 

Jack says Minnie, 
his ex, borrowed his 
riding lawn mower 
and promised she 

would take care of 
it. When she returned 
it, he was shocked at 
its poor condition. 

Minnie says Jack’s 
mower was already in 
lousy condition, and 
that he only loaned 
it to her in a pathetic 
attempt to win back 

her love.

So what’s the 
flap, Jack?

Last April I loaned 
Minnie my 42-inch, 19.5 
hp lawn mower. When 
I picked it up I was 
horrified, Dr. Drill. 

it had a broken 
blade and now it 

won’t start.

You didn’t take 
care of that 

mower when we 
were together, 
so why is it such 
a big deal now?

Well, Minnie, it cost 
me $226.92 to get 
the mower fixed. if 
I wasn’t such a nice 
guy, we’d be on the 
People’s Lawn Court 

Show instead.

I’d sue you 
for that bill 
and pain and 
suffering, 

too.

So sad.

Dr. Drill, 
that mower 
was my baby. 
Would you 
like to see 
pictures?
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The audience and I can 
see a photo of it on the 

screen behind you.

Your precious 
mower could sure 
use a fresh coat 

of paint, son.

OK, 
Minnie, 
what’s 
your 
side 

of the 
story?

Minnie, when you 
called the show, 
you told my staff 

that the mower 
was already in 

disrepair before 
you borrowed it.

Yes. it was 
hard to start 

and kept 
stalling.

Mower 
problems 
usually 
fall into 

one of three 
categories…
compression, 

fuel or 
ignition.

Or, if the 
scheduled 
maintenance
is overdue,
it could be 
all three.

Jack, you say this hap-
pened back in April. Did 
you loan the mower to 
Minnie with fresh fuel?

Lots of folks get their 
mowers out of storage 

in the spring, but because 
they left fuel in the 
tank over the winter, 

that old fuel clogs the 
carburetor.

Well, I 
was busy…

I needed a mower 
to knock down weeds 
for my yard sale. So 
yeah, I borrowed it.

But Jack wants me 
back. He only loaned 
it to me as an excuse 

to see me. When I 
refused to get back 
together, he got mad. 
Suddenly this junky 
old mower means the 

world to him.

Save your 
breath, son. 
This ain’t my 
first rodeo.

Minnie, 
every coin 
has two 
sides.

Did you check that the ignition 
switch was on when you tried 
to start the mower? Was the 

transmission in neutral? Spark 
plug wire firmly attached to 

the spark plug? 

I-I don’t 
know! {sob!}

Then I’m guessing 
you didn’t check 

compression, 
clean the spark 

plug or check the 
gap, either.
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now we’ll 
meet two men 

who look 
alike…

… but their 
philosophies 
are worlds 

apart.

Jack, you clearly neglected 
this mower long before you 
loaned it to Minnie. She isn’t 
any better when it comes to 

maintenance…

… but you’re the owner 
and responsible for this 

mower’s shameful condition. 
Go home and do some serious 

maintenance.

if you want to woo 
Minnie back, you gotta 

clean up your act first.

I call this 
The “Case of 
the Really 

Mad Mechanic, 
Times Two.”

Hal Sr. says his son 
borrowed his prized 

pickup truck and now it’s 
in terrible condition.

Hal Jr. claims 
his dad gave him 
the truck with no 
strings attached, 
so it’s his to use 
and abuse as he 

pleases.

Yup. We 
work in the 
same shop. 

You’re both 
mechanics?

Hal, Sr., you’re 
upset because 

you say your son 
borrowed your 

truck a year ago 
and he’s let it go 

to pot.

Sure has. Now 
it’s just a bucket 
o’ bolts with a 

missing muffler.

it’s sittin’ on 
blocks in his 

yard, rustin’ up, 
leakin’ oil and 
tranny fluid.

This here’s my 
son, Hal, Jr. 

But we call him 
Number Two.

WOO!

DOC-
TOR!

WOO!

DOC-
TOR!

YEAHH!
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I can see how that 
brings a tear to 
your eye. What’s 
your version, 
Number Two?

Nuthin’ 
to tell. 

Pappy gave 
that truck 

to me.

Hal Sr., I’m sorry, but 
your son refuses to 
take this seriously.

it’s a clear-cut case 
of PMA… Preventive 

Maintenance Avoidance.

Your dad 
also claims 
you haven’t 
changed 
the oil, 

checked fluid 
levels or 

flushed the 
transmission 
while you’ve 

had the truck. 
He’s clearly 
traumatized.

Well, since it’s 
my ride now, 
who cares?

I care! The 
audience cares!

how can 
you even 

wear those 
coveralls 

with a 
straight 
face?

That dog
don’t hunt, 
Number Two.

Cop-outs like 
you rationalize 
neglecting or 
shortcutting 
preventive 

maintenance, 
but in the end 
you only cheat 

yourselves.

Aside from 
obvious 

safety issues, 
prematurely 
worn parts 

and high 
repair bills 
will be your 

just desserts.

Dessert? 
Where?

gasP!

is there any hope, Dr. Drill?

Well, short of a cattle prod, 
maybe if Number Two literally 
paid for his bad attitude, he 
might be shocked out of PMA. 
I grabbed a Blue Book during 

the break. Let’s see what a 
’76 pickup truck in fair 

condition is worth, 
shall we? 

Fair condition, 
$375. With flames, 
$425. Now let’s 

see how much the 
same truck is 

worth in the pitiful 
condition Number 

Two left it in.

Yup, just like 
I figured...$20. 
And that’s for 
scrap metal!

Gift or not, Number Two, all vehicles 
deserve to be properly maintained.

You agreed to come 
on the show today 

and follow my advice. 
I say you need to 

spend the effort and 
money it takes to 
repair the truck…

…and 
give a big 

apology to 
your dad 
for that 

flamed-out 
truck. 

With 
flames 

painted on 
the hood!

boo-yah!

boo!

boo-yah!

whooo!

whooo!

yeaah
!

yeaah!
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Those 
flames 
weren’t 

even 
custom.

They were
stick-ons.

Well, that 
was quite a 
fireworks 

show! Here’s 
Number Two 

now.

Hal Jr., what 
do you think 
of Dr. Drill’s 
prescription?

Defiant and 
defensive to 
the end, a 
classic case 

of PMA!

Join us tomorrow on Dr. 
Drill, where we’ll meet two 

people separated by distinctly 
different logistics systems.

Can their 
connection be 

restored?
The
End


