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Mechanics, your Black Hawk pistons are moving parts that need attention to protect
their seals.

Make a habit of wiping down all aircraft pistons with a clean dry cloth before and
after each flight and after you wash the aircraft. If you don’t lube them after you wash,
calcium deposits will damage the seals. Do what it says in TM 1-1520-237-23 series
and your unit SOP. For the M-model, follow the good words in TM 1-1520-280-
23&P.

The following parts all have seals: the pitch, roll and yaw piston; the primary servo
pistons in the hydraulic deck; the main rotor damper pistons; the main landing gear
struts; the tail landing gear struts; the tail rotor servo piston and the stabilator actuator.
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...and struts to
protect seals

Remember though, when you
inspect the hydraulic deck pistons,
some seepage is allowed, like it says
in WP 0691 00 of TM 1-1520-237-
23-4. Follow the leakage inspection
criteria for the M-model like it says in
TM 1-1520-280-23&P.

If the piston surfaces aren’t cleaned
regularly, dirt and grime build up and
eat away the seals, causing leaks and
blown seals. If leaks happen and seals
blow, cleaning is no longer an option.
You’ll have to remove other parts of
the aircraft to repair more damage
from blown seals.
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