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Dear Half-Mast,
 I’m confused about the right way to rotate the scissoring cable strands 
on AVLBs.
 Page 2-31 in TM 5-5420-203-14 (Jun 91, w/Ch 2, Jun 97) shows the 
right-side rotation as counterclockwise and the left-side as clockwise.
 But Page 3-21 shows the right-side rotation as clockwise and the left-
side as counterclockwise. 
 What’s the right rotation for the cable strands?
        SPC D.B.

Dear Specialist D.B.,
 You’re right. The information in TM 5-5420-203-14 is confusing. And if the 
cables aren’t rotated the right way, they can ride up on the grooved rims of the 
cable lays and damage the quadrant. You might even end up dropping the bridge!

 Until the TM is corrected, note that Page 3-21 shows 
the proper rotation, which is clockwise for the right side 
and counterclockwise for the left side. 
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AVLB…

Don’t 
Rotate 
Just 

Any Ol’ 
Way! 

lemme guess… you installed the 
scissoring cables with the strands 

rotated the wrong way?

I folLowed 
the TM!


