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Don’t Gamble with Ammo
Small Arms…

Don’t Gamble with Ammo
Gambling with ammo is like 
playing Russian roulette—
you don’t know if you’ll 

survive the experience. it’s 
just not worth the risk.

Load up on 
these ammo 

points to make 
your ammo a 
sure thing…

Use only 
authorized 

ammo.

That seems pretty 
basic, but Soldiers 
have been found to 
be using ammo from 

Other countries.

Sometimes they 
weren’t even aware 

they were using 
unauthorized 

ammo.

Unauthorized 
ammo can’t be 
relied on and 
shouldn’t be 

used. 

I’ve got ammo 
I can let you 

hAve for cheap.

hey, 
bro!
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M16/M16A1
	 These	older	weapons	are	designed	to	shoot	the	M193	(ball)	
and	 M196	 (tracer)	 cartridge.	 Because	 the	 M16/M16A1	 has	 a	
one	turn	in	12	inches	twist,	it	can’t	accurately	shoot	the	heavier	
bullets	used	in	the	M16A2/M4-series.	You	can	ID	M193	cartridges	
by	their	unpainted	bullet	tips	and	M196s	by	their	red	tips.

M16A2/M16A4, M4/M4A1
	 They	have	a	one	turn	in	seven	inch	rifling	twist	and	work	best	
with	the	M855	(ball)	and	M856	(tracer)	cartridges.	If	you	shoot	
M193	 or	 M196	 cartridges,	 your	 effective	 range	 is	 reduced	 16	
percent.	M855	cartridges	have	a	green	tip	and	M856s	have	an	
orange	tip.	

M249

Protect Ammo

Here is the 
ammo authorized 

for the
M16-series rifle,
M4/M4A1 carbine 

and M249 
machine gun…

The M249 also works 
best with the M855 and 

M856 cartridges. 

if you shoot 
M193 and M196 
cartridges, 
the M249’s 

effective range 
is reduced from 

1,000 meters
to 500. 

M193	has	an	unpainted	tip

M196’s	is	red

M855	has	green	tip

M856’s	is	orange

TACOM maintenance advisory 
message 05-038 authorizes 
the use of British 5.56mm 
rounds for training only

with the M16A2/A4 rifle, the 
M4/M4A1 carbine and the M249 

machine gun.

The British round leaves more 
powder residue, which causes 
the weapon to jam if it’s not 

cleaned frequently.

British ammo is 
stamped on its 
base with either 
L1A2 or L2A2.

if ammo is left lying in the hot 
sun, its propellant burns faster, 
which creates greater pressure 

inside your weapon.

Too much pressure can 
damage your weapon.

if at all possible, 
keep ammo shaded.

if ammo is hot, 
let it cool before 

firing.

I’m sorry, old chap, 
but  I’m not supposed 

to shoot british rounds 
except for training.

quite 
so!

I can 
leave quite 

a mess.

I’m glad they finally 
realized how important 
it is to keep you out of 

the HOt sun!

zounds!When you’re 
through training, 

clean your 
weapon and then 
re-zero it with 

U.S. ammo.

I’m gonna 
look great 
when they 
get ready 
to fire me!

You’re 
tOo hot 
to fire!
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