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Hold
on to
Tools

AAircraft maintenance can’t be done without tools. But it takes only one dropped tool 
to stop maintenance dead in its tracks.
 For example, when you’re working in areas of your aircraft with moving parts—
like the rotor section or the engine or drive shaft areas—hold on to those tools tightly. 
A dropped tool can short out electrical components, damage a drive shaft or worse. 
 Dropping or losing a tool in areas of moving parts could mean spending hour 
upon hour trying to find and retrieve the tool. Not only will you be unable to perform 
aircraft run-ups, you may have to tear down parts of the aircraft to access a hard-to-
reach area where the tool landed.
 The warning couldn’t be more obvious. Hold on to your tools during maintenance. 
Your life, the aircrew’s lives and the life of your aircraft depend on it.
 ‘Course, there’s always the chance you might drop or forget a tool and not notice 
it. That’s why you should inventory your tool box before the start and end of every 
job no matter how routine or how many times you have done it in the past. 
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hey, what the 
heck is going 
on up there?

we’re 
looking 
for a 

tool that 
slipped 

out of his 
hand.

yeah, I 
lost it some-
where in the 
rotor head.

if I only held 
onto my tool a 

bit tighter.

now our pmcs 
is going to take 

that Much longer!


