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While doing RESET for units returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army has discovered 
several instances of Soldiers substituting canisters for their M40/M42-series masks. 
	 Not good! The C2A1 filter canister, NSN 4240-01-361-1319, is the only canister that should 
be used with your M40/M42. It is specifically designed to provide protection against a variety 
of chemical agents, including nerve, choking, blister and blood agents. 
	 There are commercial canister filters on the market 
that appear quite similar to the C2A1. Unfortunately 
they don’t provide the same protection against 
chemical agents. So if you substitute one of these 
commercial canisters, your protection is lost. 
	 Protect yourself by using only the C2A1. Look for 
the NSN on the side of the canister. That way you 
know you’ve got the right one. 

Every Soldier quickly learns that one of their toughest missions is training in full 
JSLIST (joint service lightweight integrated suit technology) on a hot day.
	 When you’re covered head to foot with CBRN protective 
gear, there is no place for sweat to evaporate and cool you 
off. You can easily suffer heat exhaustion or even heat stroke. 
	 There is heat relief, however, if you operate in the 
M2A3/M3A3 Bradley or the Stryker. They both have 
microclimate cooling vest systems that will make the ride 
more comfortable. 
	 The vests for these vehicles come in three sizes:
•	 small, NSN 8415-01-508-1510
•	 medium, NSN 8415-01-508-1511
•	 large, NSN 8415-01-508-1512
	 But one important caution with the vest systems: You 
can’t wear them under CBRN protective suits such as 
JSLIST unless the suit is specifically designed with a 
microclimate pass-through. The only way that’s possible is 
to run the vest’s umbilical connection through the suit. That 
will certainly make you cooler, but your CBRN protection 
goes to zero. That’s like installing a high tech security system 
for your house and then leaving the front door wide open. 
	 The cooling vest must be worn on the outside of your 
protective suit. 
	 Be cool and safe.
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