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Tents, Tarps,
Vehicle Covers…

The Meaning of Cleaning
in the 

summer a 
man’s fancy 

lightly turns 
to thoughts 

of—

time to teach 
our “take care 
of your tents, 

tarps and 
vehicle covers” 

mandatory 
training.

so, you won’t be 
needing the cue 
cards this year?

see you later, 
half-mast. we’ve 

got an appointment 
at camp BoOndocks.

while you’re 
gone, I’ll fire 
up our grill.

heavens no! I 
haven’t used those 
since the second 

battle of bull run.

only 15 or 
20 times. 

but it never 
seems to 
get old.

seems like 
we’ve done 
this before.

bar-
b-Que!

and tents!
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Play Taps for Canvas

just a 
brief note 
before we 
start… 
we’ll be 

discussing 
vinyl-

coated 
polyester 

tents.

oh, 
No!

oh, 
woe!

ok soldiers, 
get ready 

because once 
again it’s time for 
your mandatory 
training on how 
to clean and 
care for your 

tents, tarps and 
vehicle covers.

can’t we take this 
course online?

throughout most of 
this lesson, we’ll be 
referring to tents.

but keep in mind, 
most of what we 
say about tents…

…especially 
when we discuss 
cleaning, drying 

and storing.

…and vehicle 
covers…

…also applies 
to tarps…

as you know, 
there’s not much 

cotton duck 
canvas around 

anymore.

that means the supply system 
has no canvas replacement 
parts or tent sections…

…and no canvas 
sheets for 

repairing tears.

it also means 
field maintenance 
no longer repairs 

canvas.

if you have 
canvas, you are 
responsible for 
maintaining it!

the army doesn’t 
support it.
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1.	Set up the tent. It’s easier to clean that 
way.

2.	Use a soft-bristled brush and a solution 
of mild soap and warm water. Gently 
scrub the fabric by hand. Clean both 
the inside and outside of the tent.

3.	Never machine-wash a tent. The 
agitators might tear the fabric or pull 
apart the seams. All that tossing and 
tumbling might even wear off the 
fabric’s waterproof coating.

4.	Also wash the poles with soap and 
water. It’s especially important to wash 
metal poles exposed to salt water, or 
else they’ll corrode.

5.	Zippers get jammed with grit, dirt and 
sand. And just like poles, metal zippers 
exposed to salt water can corrode. So 
wash them.

6.	Rinse all of the tent...fabric, poles and 
zippers...thoroughly with clean water.

7.	Afterwards, use zipper lube, NSN 9150-
00-999-7548. Close the zippers and rub 
a little lube over the teeth. Move the 
zippers up and down to spread it. If 
you’re out of lube, use some bar soap 
or a candle.

Why Clean Your Tent? Cleaning

when tents return 
from the field, 

they’re often dirty, 
wet, soiled with tree 
sap, bird droppings, 

oil or grease.

here’s the 
routine for 

washing your 
tent…

use a soft-bristled 
brush and mild soap 

and water.

spread a little 
zipper lube on 

the teeth.

then, with no 
cleaning, they’re 

folded wet 
and stored in 
dark, cramped 

quarters.

that’s a 
breeding 

ground for 
mildew and 
its musty 

odor!

mildew penetrates the 
coating of the tent fabric 
and eventually the coating 
separates from the fabric.

that’s the main 
reason to clean and 

dry your tent...

…to 
prevent 
mildew!

once this happens, 
the fabric is no 

longer waterproof.
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Drying Storing

wipe away excess 
water with cloths 

or towels.

strike the tent 
and hang it in 
the shade to 

air dry.

drying in the shade keeps the 
tent out of direct sunlight 
and ultraviolet (uv) rays, 
which degrade the fabric.

make sure the tent’s 
completely dry before 
loosely folding and 

storing it.

a damp 
tent invites 
the spread 
of mildew.

Store the 
poles only 
after they’re 

dry.

this 
loOks 
nice ‘n’ 
cozy!

c’mon,
fellas!

store the 
tent on a 
pallet or 
shelf…

…in a cool, 
dry, well-
ventilated 

place.

never store it 
on the ground 

or outside where 
there’s dew.

to dry the poles, 
lean them against an 

upright surface.

check the tent 
for dryness, 
especially the 

heavier, double-
stitched places 
such as seams.

never spread the tent on the ground, 
where moisture will keep it from drying.
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Remember, bleach can cause skin, eye and nose 
irritation. Avoid skin/eye contact. Don’t inhale 
the vapors. Bleach can damage or discolor 
clothing, including ACUs. So, wear protective 
clothing when handling bleach:

NSN UIItem

Safety/splash goggles
Face shield

Rubber gloves
Full body apron

4240-00-269-7912
4240-00-542-2048
8415-00-266-8677
8415-00-082-6108

Item NSN

1.	Dilute household chlorine bleach by mixing one 
cup of bleach per one gallon of water.

2.	Brush or spray the diluted bleach on the mildew.
3.	Clean the area with a soft-bristle brush until all 

mildew is removed.
4.	Thoroughly rinse the cleaned area with water.
5.	Completely dry the tent before folding and storing.

Cleaning Mildew
if your vinyl-

coated polyester 
tent already has 

mildew, here’s how 
to clean it off…

just one more 
thing to add…

never use 
chlorine bleach 
on cotton duck 
canvas tents!

it can 
weaken 

the fabric, 
remove the 
color and 

reduce water 
repellency 
and flame 
resistance.

so another year of 
cleaning and caring for 
tents, tarps and vehicle 
covers training gone by.

I think 
these 

soldiers 
learned a 
lot today.

what do think half-mast 
is up to right now?

probably up 
to his neck in 

rib bones!


