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When used in multiple battery devices such as the AN/PSC-5 radio, some BB-
390B/U batteries, NSN 6140-01-490-4317, might overestimate how much charge 
they have left. The problem is caused by crosstalk between the batteries.
 The problem batteries are made by 
Mathews Associates, Inc. The serial 
numbers of affected batteries run from 
11-0061 through 11-11457.
 When used in a single battery device 
such as the AN/PRC-119F radio, the 
BB-390B/U remains unaffected.
 Before you put two BB-390B/Us in 
a multiple battery device, make sure 
both batteries have the same state of 
charge. Two LCD indicators on top of 
the battery display the state of charge. 
Each indicator has five segments. 
Make sure both batteries show the 
same number of segments.
 When you remove the batteries, 
check the state of charge indicators. 
If you have used the batteries for 
several hours and they still show 
a complete charge, use a pencil to 
mark the battery’s USER INFO label 
“EMPTY.” Make sure to erase the 
label after charging the battery.

Problem batteries 
have serial numbers 
11-0061 through 
11-11457

USER INFO

EMPTY

BATTERY, RECHARGEABLE, BB 390B/U
NICKEL METAL HYDRIDE (NHM)
24 VOLTS 4.9 AMP-HOURS AT 21
NSN: 6140-01-490-4317  P/NMA-150722

SPM7LX-10-D-7158-0001
MFG DATE: 10/11 11-11457
MFG WARRANTY EXPIRATION DATE: 

MATTHEWS ASSOCIATES, INC.
SANFORD, FL 32771

CHARGING INSTRUCTIONS:
PREFERRED METHOD:
1. SOLDIER PORTABLE CHARGER, PP-8498/U
    6130-01-495-2839 - (4) ADAPTERS J-6358B/P
2. VEHICLE MOUNTED CHARGER, PP-8481B/U
    UNIVERSAL ADAPTER, J-6520A/U, 5940-01
    J-6581/U, 5940-01-494-7116
3. UNIVERSAL AUTOMATIC CHARGER
    PP-5444A/U 6130-01-443-0970; -ADAPTER
    5940-01-501-3312

BB-390B/U Battery…

What’s the Charge?

Erase 
label 
after 
charging 
battery

your 
mama 

couldn’t 
hold a 
charge 
on a 

credit 
card!

yeah? well the only 
charge you have is…

…assault 
and battery!

this kind of 
crosStalk doesn’t 

help anybody!




