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Cleaning, Step by Mouse Step
1. Turn off your computer and shut down the power.
2. Unplug the mouse cable from the computer.
3. Turn the mouse upside down. Remove the 

plastic ring that holds the ball in place by 
twisting it in the direction of the arrows. 
Turn the mouse right side up and dump 
the ring and ball into your hand. Shake the 
mouse gently if you have to.

4. Scrub the ball and ring with a toothbrush 
in warm, soapy water. Make sure to get any 
oily film off the ball. Dry them with a clean, 
lint-free cloth and set them aside.

Basic Cleaning Materials

• foam swabs, NSN 4920-01-243-0571
• can of compressed gas duster. NSN 7930-01-398-2473 

brings a box of six 10-oz cans. 
• isopropyl alcohol, NSN 6505-00-655-8366
• tweezers
• water
• mild soap
• old tooth-

brush
• clean, soft, 

lint-free 
cloth. A 
scrap from 
a cotton 
t-shirt 
works 
best.

*This NSN 
is not on 
the AMDF. 
Order it on 
DD Form 
1348-6 
and put 
“NSN not 
on AMDF” 
in the 
REMARKS 
block.)

Of Mouses 
and Men

Computers…

Of Mouses 
and Men

use these 
inexpensive items 
for cleaning…

your computer 
mouse works 
on a simple 
principle…

argh! 
this stupid 

mouse! 
GRAHR!

…when you move
the mouse over 
the mouse pad, 

the ball turns the 
rollers inside.

problem is, over time the 
mouse picks up all kinds of 

dirt, lint, hair and sticky gunk 
as it rolls on the pad.

regular 
cleaning helps 

keep your 
mouse working 

smoothly.

the job 
is easy and 
takes only 
about 10 
minutes.

all this debris can 
keep the ball from 

rolling freely.

it can also clog 
the rollers and 
cause the pointer 
to drag or stick.

the moving rollers 
send electrical signals 

to the computer.

the computer, in turn, sends 
signals that move the pointer 

on the screen.
if you like, you 
can order the 

keyboard/mouse 
cleaning kit, NSN 

7930-01-406-2203*.

The kit comes 
with a 1-oz pump-

spray bottle 
of cleaner, a 
2 

1/2-oz can of 
compressed gas 
duster and eight 
cleaning swabs.

Twist 
plastic 
ring in 

direction 
of 

arrows
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Four Rules for Avoiding a Sticky Pointer
• Don’t spill liquids 

on your mouse.
• Keep your mouse 

pad clean and dry.
• Use a slick pad, not 

a fabric one. A slick 
pad lets the ball roll 
more freely.

• Clean your mouse 
regularly.

Mouse Pads

5. Turn the mouse upside down and 
look into the empty ball casing. 
Notice the three rollers inside. If 
there’s a string of lint, hair and 
dirt wound around any roller, 
remove it with tweezers. You can 
also use shots of compressed gas 
duster to remove stubborn debris.

6. Put some isopropyl alcohol on the 
end of a foam swab. (Don’t drench 
the swab.) Wipe the rollers and 
the casing. Rotate the rollers to 
clean all around them. Remove 
as much debris as possible. Even a 
small piece can keep your mouse 
from rolling smoothly.

7. Using a cloth dampened with alcohol or warm water, wipe the outside of the mouse 
and each of its buttons. While you’re at it, wipe the mouse pad as well.

8. Let your clean mouse air dry for a while.
9. Put the ball back into the casing. Put the plastic ring over the ball. Lock the ring in 

place by twisting it in the opposite direction of the arrows.
10. Plug the mouse cable into the computer.

A mouse 
just 

doesn’t feel 
at home 
without a 
mouse pad 
it can roll 
around on.

A high-quality 
pad helps your 

mouse move 
smoothly. You 
can purchase 
pads locally, 

or you can 
order by NSN. 

To get a 
list of NSNs, 

search in 
FED LOG by 
item Name. 
Enter the 

words PAD, 
MOUSE.

Slick pad lets 
ball roll freely

Dry ball 
with 
clean, 
lint-free 
cloth

Wipe rollers 
and casing 
with foam 
swab


