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Recently there have been several instances on firing ranges of M240 machine guns 
(particularly the M240L) malfunctioning. 
 Investigation showed these causes:

•	dirty	weapons
•	lack	of	lubrication

 Four simple letters could have prevented most of these problems: PMCS.
 BEFORE PMCS: Clean 
and lube the M240 like TM 
9-1005-313-10 says. Do this 
even if the weapon is newly 
issued. Look for damaged 
or missing parts. Make sure 
you have all the basic issue 
items (BII) and components 
of end item (COEI) you’ll 
need in the field, particularly 
the spare barrel, the -10, 
lubricants and cleaning 
materials.
 DURING PMCS: Rotate 
the barrels every 10 minutes 
during sustained fire and 
every 2 minutes during rapid 
fire. If the M240 starts firing 
sluggishly, stop and clean it.

 AFTER PMCS: Clean and 
lube the M240 before it goes 
in the arms room for storage. 
Pay special attention to the gas 
regulator and gas ports, which 
tend to gunk up with carbon. 
 Use training time to go 
over the cleaning and lubing 
procedures in the -10 and 
the procedures in the Service 
Upon Receipt of Materiel in 
the -23&P. 
 Remember those four 
letters–PMCS–and your firing 
problems will go up in smoke.

Dear Half-Mast,
 We are trying to 
order a canvas cover 
for our M66 ring mount, 
but can’t find the NSN 
for one. Can you help?
  
        CW2 P.R.

Dear Chief P.R.,
 Certainly. Order an M66 cover with NSN 1005-
00-707-0725. It costs around $275. You can also 
now order a plastic “shower cap” cover with NSN 
1005-01-610-9108 for around $300.

•	rusty	barrels
•	firing	again	and	again	without	switching	barrels

M240-Series Machine Guns…

PMCS Is Path to Good Firing

Machine Gun Mounts…

What is M66 Cover NSN?
I could 

really use 
a canvas 
cover.

if we’re going to the 
field, I need cleaning 

and lubing first!

no more 
firing 

please!

I realLy need 
some preventive 

maintenance!

that was a 
good trip to 
the range.

but before I go 
back to the arms 

room, I need cleaning 
and lubing again.

don’t 
forget my 
gas ports.

they 
usually 
plug Up.

hey, I’ve been firing 
for 10 minutes!

better change 
my barrel!!

and don’t forget 
my spare barrel!

if only my 
crew knew 
the cover’s 

nsn.

no worries, pal! I’ve 
got you covered.

whoopee!
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