Packaging... FOR SEVERAL IT'6 A MAZE CALSED
MONTHS NOW, BY CONFUSION OVER

WE'VE WALKED THE DIFFERENT KINDS
EXI I"G r“: You THROUGH OF MILITARY PACKAGING
A MAZE. PRESERVATION OPTIONS.
METHODS; OF
PRESERVATION

SUBMETHOD 41 PROTECTS
METALLIC AND NONMETALLIC
YOU MAY ALSO BE ABLE TO ITEMS AGAINST DETERIORATION

EXIT THE MAZE THROUGH.., CAUSED BY WATER, WATER VAPOR,
p 4[ OR NATURAL OR INDUSTRIAL
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ITEMS PACKED BY SUBMETHOD
41 ARE GENERALLY LIGHTWEIGHT
AND FLAT. THEY SHOULD BE
EASILY INSERTED INTO FLAT OR
ENVELOPE-TYPE BAGS.

INSERT THE ITEM WRAPPED AND
CUSHIONED AS NECESSARY INTO A
WATER- AND VAPOR-PROOF BAG,

REMOVE THE EXCESS AIR AND
CLOSE THE BAG.

® Clean and dry the item.

® Select and apply a preservative coating to the item or parts of it. The manufacturer
normally applies permanent preservative coatings to ESDS items.

® Apply a greaseproof wrap only if a soft, dry preservative was applied to the item.

Cushion
wrapped

Wrap item in
greaseproof

THIS MONTH WE'LL IT'S THE FOURTH S
EXPLAIN PACKAGING POSSIBLE WAY TO
PRESERVATION YEXIT THE MAZE”
OF PACKAGING
METHOD 40. N PRESERVATION Item
\ CHOICES. cleaned,
dried, and
preserved
Identify
completed
unit pack
Heat seal
package

METHOPD 40 REQUIRES THE
USE OF WATER- AND VAPOR-
PROOF PROTECTION (WITH
PRESERVATIVE, AS REQUIRED).

Form heat
seal bag

F&RE"Q%RGE ® [f greaseproofing is not required, apply a neutral wrap using a noncorrosive, dust-
;'gi f‘-ArE-,{/\HsospulcsHAAl_:%ggig ITEMS, protective wrap prior to or as part of unit packing.
CARDS THAT ARE ELECTROSTATIC SEE PAGES ® Place the item (wrapped and cushioned, as required) into a close-fitting, heat-sealed
DISCHARGE SENSITIVE ESDS). agraN bag that meets specifications listed in MIL-PRF-131, Barrier Materials, Watervaporproof,
(OCT 12). Greaseproof, Flexible, Heat-Sealable.

® Mark the bag in accordance with MIL-STD-129, Military Marking for __
PS 726 56 MAY 13 Shipment and Storage. D More >



Submethod 43: Use to unit pack equipment like generators, electric motors and transformers.
Clean and prepare | Drill holes for Cut barrier and seal
item for mounting | mounting bolt openings and

N\ gaskets with adhesive

Place
mounting bolts,
locate gaskets, and
seal with adhesives

Heat seal the water-
vaporproof barrier

Add cushioning material Secure cushioning
and mount item to base material around item

Place item in outer
container for shipping

S
Remove excess air,
Leave small opening N and make final seal
for air removal y to complete package

Note: If you must use a carton or box with the unit container, place the cushioning
specified in the contract or order between the bag and the carton or box. Mark the carton
or box the same way as the bag. You're good to go.

Whether you choose Method 40 or submethods, you need to pay attention to detail. It's
easier if you use the MIL-STD-2073-1, Standard Practice for Military Packaging, as a map for
the maze.

If you need guidance, call the packaging experts at the Logistics Support Activity's
Packaging, Storage and Containerization Center at DSN 795- 7105, (570) 615-7105, or email:

toby.pt@us.army.mil

You can find the publications referenced in this series at: STAY TUNED!

NEXT MONTH

WE'LL LOOK AT

The quickest way to find a pub is to enter any numbers from its METHOD 507

title (for example, MIL-STD-129 would be ‘129") into the Document
Number search box and then press the Submit button. [psm
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