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Exiting the 
Methods of 

Preservation 
Maze: 

Method 30
This is the fourth 

article in a monthly 

series, which began with 

“Clearing the Methods 

of Preservation Maze” 

on Pages 52-53 in

PS 722 (Jan 13). 

Packaging…

in this packaging series, 
we’ve been talking about 

a “maze of confusion” 
that’s caused by a 

failure to understand 
the different kinds 

of military packaging 
preservation methods. 

The best guide 
to use is MIL-
STD-2073-1, 
Standard 
Practice 

for Military 
Packaging.

I don’t 
know.

it’s 
scary.

I hear 
wolveS!

it’s 
been 
so 

long.

guys, guys!
we can do this!

ps has given 
us this map.

now let’s 
get outta 

here!

Method 30
preservation requires 
using waterproof or 
waterproof-grease-

proof protection 
(with preservative, as 

required).

Packs are appropriate 
almost anytime the 
item will fit into a 

bag, a rigid container 
other than all metal, 
or as long as only 

waterproof or 
waterproof-grease-
proof protection is 

needed.

However, Method 30 
isn’t the right choice 

for packaging if water-
vaporproof protection 
is also required—in that 
case, you must choose 

Method 40 or 50.

To use Method 30, place an item 
that is preserved, wrapped 

and cushioned as needed into a 
close-fitting box or carton.

Enclose 
that 

box, in 
turn, in 

a sealed 
water-
proof 
bag.

and 
Follow 

the 
steps on 
the next 
page…

We’ve already covered 
Methods 10 and 20.

This month we’ll discuss 
the third packaging 
preservation option,

Method 30.

This method is a bit 
trickier than the first 
two, so you’ll need 
a trusty map to “exit 

the maze” of packaging 
preservation options 

using Method 30.

Preserved
(as required)

Wrapped
(as required)

Cushioned
(as required)

Box

Bag-A-A3174 Type I or II, Grade A, Class 1
MIL-PRF-22191 Type III
MIL-B-22020 as limted by MIL-I-8574
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•	Clean and dry the item. 
•	Select and apply a preservative coating to 

the item or parts of it. 
•	Apply a greaseproof wrap conforming to 

MIL-PRF-121, Type I or II.   
•	Select a close-fitting inner container from 

MIL-STD-2073-1 or the container specified 
by the contract or order. See Page 53 of 
Container Selection. 

•	Insert the item into the container along 
with cushioning and dunnage. This will 
protect the item from any projections or 
sharp edges and restrict its movement 
within the container. 

•	Blunt the sharp edges and corners of the 
box to protect the bag selected in Step 7. 

•	Enclose the box in a bag conforming to 
MIL-DTL-117, Type I, Class B. The following 
are examples of barrier (bag) materials 
meeting the MIL-DTL-117 requirement: 
A-A-3174, Type I or II, Grade A, Class 1 (see 
note below) and MIL-PRF-22191, Type III. 
Note: When specified, a protective wrap 
of heavy-duty kraft paper or equivalent 
(tape sealed) should be used to protect 
the barrier material. 

•	Heat-seal the bag. Keep the trapped 
air between the box and the bag to a 
minimum by compressing the bag or by 
using mechanical means, such as a vacuum 
cleaner attachment. Be careful not to 
rupture the bag. 

•	Apply markings according to MIL-STD-129.

	 You	can	find	the	publications	referenced	in	this	series	at:
http://quicksearch.dla.mil/

	 The	quickest	way	to	find	a	pub	is	to	enter	any	numbers	from	its	title	(for	example,	
MIL-STD-129	would	be	‘129’)	into	the	Document	Number	search	box	and	then	press	
the	Submit	button.

if you get lost, call the Logistics 

Support Activity’s Packaging, 

Storage and Containerization Center 

at DSN 795-7105, (570) 615-7105,

or email: 

in the next issue, we’ll look at

Method 40.

Wrap cleaned and preserved item 
in greaseproof barrier

Cushion wrapped item

Insert in 
greaseproof 
bag

Expel excess air 
from bag and…

…heat seal bag

Identify the 
completed 
pack
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