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Search and Surf

How to Use PS Magazine’s
Online Search Tool!

PS Magazine is chock 
full of info, spanning 
more than 60 years! 
That has always been 

our strength.

A few years ago 
we created a tool 
that helps readers 
search through our 

back issues.

We can help 
you find what 

you need 
from our 
archives.

Our online 
search tool is 
easy to use!

Here’s how it works. First, go to our search engine:

https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/searchForm.cfm

All the PS 
pdf files from 
2000 forward 
are searchable.

Our search tool lets you search 
for words, nomenclatures, NSNs, 
TMs or model numbers—virtually 
any term used in the magazine.

The 
results 

page 
restates 

your search 
criteria and 
tells you 
how many 
results 

were found. 
Results are 
displayed in 
groups of 

ten.

The most current articles are listed first, 
and title lines are linked to their articles. The 

summary is text lifted from the article.

if the search term is 
found in the summary, it 

will be highlighted.

if you want to conduct 
a new search, the Search 
Again button is available 
at the top and bottom 
of the results list.

Click on 
ALL to 
scroll 
through 
all the 
results.

search as 
few items as 

posSible. Here, 
try ‘‘HMMWV.’’
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Visit the PS Magazine website:
https://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/pshome.cfm

Helpful Hints
•  Search using as few terms as possible to get 

broad results. For example, “HMMWV” is better 
than “high mobility multi-purpose wheeled 
vehicle”

•  Using more search terms will produce fewer 
but more specific results. A search for HMMWV 
alternator will find articles about alternators on 
HMMWVs.

•  Quotes are your friend. Place multiple search 
terms in quotes to find only those articles that 
contain all of the search terms in the specified 
order. This can help you whittle down the 
results. For instance:

			   “combat vehicles” = 66 items
			   vs combat vehicles = 201 items

•  If you can’t find the desired info, try using 
fewer or related search terms

•  For model numbers, searching for the basic 
model may give you better results. For example, 
if you’re looking for the thermal sight AN/PAS-
13(V)3, enter AN/PAS-13 or AN/PAS-13*. Or, 
instead of M40 mask, try M40.

•  The search tool looks for terms at the beginning 
of a word. So drive returns drive, drives, driver, 
driven, and driveshaft.

•  Searches aRe not CAse senSitive. 
Wild Cards

•  The asterisk (*) replaces any character(s) before 
or after the search term

•  If you know the first part of a search term, use a 
trailing asterisk. For example, 5940-01-517* will 
return pages with NSN 5940-01-517-7731.

•  If you know only the last four numbers in an 
NSN, use the (*) before it. So *7731 will find 
pages with NSN 5940-01-517-7731.

•  If you know only the middle part of a search 
term, use an (*) before and after: *517* will 
return NSN 5940-01-517-7731.

•  The question mark (?) matches any character in 
a specific position.

•  The asterisk (*) and question mark (?) wild cards 
can be used together. TM 9?2320?387* will find 
articles with TM 9-2320-387-10.

One for the Road
These helpful 
hints should 
improve your 

searches.

BUT, there are 
always times when 

you can’t recall the 
whole NSN or TM 

number. in that case, 
our wild cards may 

come in handy.

We didn’t load 
issues prior to 2000 
on our search tool 
because that info 
isn’t up-to-date.

But you can view 
issues back to 1990 
on our website by 

checking our archives 
and indexes.

And if you ever 
need one of our 

older articles, drop 
US an email:

half.mast@us.army.mil

Army Forums Moving to MilSuite
All Army Professional Forums will migrate to milSuite, beginning in December 2012 and 
completing migration by March 2013. Current forum memberships will not transfer. To stay 
in the know, register with milSuite at:

https://www.milsuite.mil/

Learn Seasonal Hazards
The USACRC/Safety Center launched a new year-round Army safety awareness campaign 
called Know the Signs. It focuses on the unique hazards each season brings. Info changes 
every three to four months. Articles, posters, videos and other materials are free and can be 
downloaded at: https://safety.army.mil/knowthesigns

Check Out AKO My Library
Want to immerse yourself in a good e-book? Or maybe you prefer audio books? In AKO 
My Library, you can find these, plus use the Army’s subscription to databases ranging 
from automotive to small engine repair, dictionaries to digital collections, even 
current popular magazines and daily newspapers. The portal packs a ton into one tidy 
space. You’ll find My Library under the “Self Service” tab in your AKO account. 
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