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A small number of bad M249 machine gun firing pins have gotten into the field. The 
bad pins may not protrude completely through the bolt or may protrude too far, causing 
probable misfires. 
 Armorers need to check all their 
replacement firing pins for a CAGE code 
of 19204 on their packages. If these pins 
are dated on or before December 2011, 
they should be demilled.
 But any time you replace an M249 
firing pin, do the protrusion check on 
Page 3-54 of TM 9-1005-201-23&P 
(Jun 02). That way you know you’re 
installing a good firing pin. 
 Questions? Contact TACOM’s Andre Pilgrim at DSN 786-1256, (586) 282-1256, or 
email: andre.v.pilgrim.civ@mail.mil
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CAGE 19204-PN:9348395
PIN: FIRING

MOP: M31 - 8/10     1 EA

Gage

M249 Machine 
Gun… Bad Firing Pins

Look for CAGE 19204 and a date 
on or before December, 2011

Do protrusion check when replacing firing pin

Place 
machine 
gun on floor 
in vertical 
position with 
bolt forward 
and locked

Insert 
firing pin 
protrusion 
gage in 
barrel until 
bottom end 
of gage seats 
firmly against 
bolt face

there are some 
bad firing pins 

around.

this won’t 
hurt, will 
it, doc?

we need to 
do a firing pin 

protrusion check 
on you.
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