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Like it’s 1999
At the office
of ps magazine…

Later…

half-mast! 
glad you’re 
back from 

tdy.

something 
strange is 
going on.

a few days 
ago, ps got 

an anonymous 
distress 

call over the 
internet.

get online 
warrior to 
investigate.

we did! 
sent him 
the same 
day…but 
he hasn’t 
checked in 
since then. 
not even 

to stream 
sports.

and you 
know he 

never 
misses a 
game.

ok, I’m officially worried. 
time to call in the troops.

I’ll ask blade 
tO ping netcom…

good news, 
everyone. the folks 

at netcom said 
cloe can help us.

the common 
logistics 
operating 

environment 
comes to 

the rescue! 
great!
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come 
in.

thanks for coming, 
cloe. I’m msg half-mast 
and this is the rest of 

the ps staff.

nice 
t’meetcha 

all.

ok…
where’s 

this hinky 
machine of 

yours?

when did you 
last upgrade your 
os around here?

not sure. 
online 

warrior 
handles all 
that stuff.

I’m not so 
sure about this, 
half-mast. cloe 

looks a bit 
young.…

let’s 
give her a 
chance.

and that 
outfit…

sergeant 
blade, connie 
and Bonnie.

Hi, folks! 
I’m cloe!

we 
thought 

cloe was a 
logistics 
acronym.

yup…it is! but it 
also stands for 
cool Logistician 
and operator 

extraordinaire.

that’s 

me!

can we 
just 

use the 
acronym?
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didya know you’re 
on dial-up? that’s 
why your internet 

is so slow…

…and why you hear 
that screeching 

sound every time it
connects.

huh. 
I just 

thought 
that 

racket was 
somebody 
playing 

alternative 
music.

weird. some-
body didn’t up-
grade…or else, 
deliberately 
downgraded 

every machine.

that’s 
odd. online 
warrior is 
a stickler 

about 
computer 

pmcs. 

wait! there’s 
something even 
weirder here; 
a 1990’s web 

browser.

it’s a computer retrovirus. 
it seizes control of a host 

computer, disables its antivirus 
program, then duplicates itself 

across multiple systems.

well…it’s 
bad luck for 
anyone who 
runs into 

it—like your 
electronic pal.

he got 
zapped into 

the past, 
where he’s 

trapped. he’s 
encoded with 
1990’s data 
and retro-x 
unraveled 
his coding.

the present 
doesn’t exist 
for him any- 

more, because 
it hasn’t 

happened to 
him yet.

the last activity I see here, 
time-stamped threE days ago on
a bulletin board system, shows 

him posting about ulls-g.

yup. your 
comrade is 

trapped back in 
ye olde stamis 

days. he’s 
partying like 

it’s 1999.

here he’s 
posting 

on a bbs, 
warning 
everyone 

about 
y2k.

that’s before 
he even came 

to ps.

can you 
bring him 

back, 
cloe?

but that’s 
obsolete!

that distress 
message is 
clever bait. 

it’s one reason 
retro-x is so 
dangerous.

oh, no! what 
happened to on-

line warrior?

retro-x uses 
reverse transcript 
coding to create 

synthetic aI.

what-
ever you 
just said 
sounds 

bad!

no wonder! 
retro-x in-

fected your 
network.

retro-x?
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sorry, 
you can’t. 

not without 
destroying 

him.

online warrior’s 
older digits…
think of them 

like bones…can’t 
upgrade without 

damage.

and 
translated 
from geek-
speak, what 

are you 
saying…?

that trying 
to bring him 
back is like 
trying to 

run today’s 
software 
on a 1990’s 
computer.

blue 
screen of 

death.

but he’s 
ok if we 

leave him in 
the past?

yep, he’s fine. 
imagine him living 
it up in his “first 

life.” it just 
happens to be 

a decade or so 
behind us.

I’ll make 
the tough 

call!

badda bing! 
badda boom!

his electronic genomes are 
already warped. any more 

fiddling around will fry him.

let me put 
it this way. because online warrior is 

made of electrons rather 
than dna, his hard drive—or 
electronic brain (if you will) 
—crashed and rebooted.

it was wiped clean. 
he has no memory of 
this place or time.

well…
he may 

remember 
you…

but if he 
does, it’s 
how you 
looked 

back then.

a bad hair day 
that lasted 

over a decade!

depends on how you look at 
it. your buddy seems perfectly 
happy chatting about y2k here 

on bbs. he can’t really miss 
what he doesn’t remember.

but we 
sure miss 
him. when 
can we 

launch a 
rescue 

effort?

this is 
so sad.

or 
us?
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To be Continued…

we’ve got to keep 
our old friend 
safe, even if it 

means relegating 
him to ps history.

we still 
have his 
great 

articles 
to 

remember 
him by.

yes, he left plenty behind…
so we’ll always have a 
scrapbook of sorts.

and don’t 
worry, 
folks. 

I’ll clean 
everything 

up here 
and have 

your 
network 
stable 

again asap.

half-mast, are 
you thinking wHAT 

I’m thinking?

get 
netcom’s 

commander 
on the horn.

great minds 
think alike, 

connie.

one problem solved. but 
that still leaves us without 

a logistics expert.


