
1.	With the ramp in the fully open 
position, use a general purpose 
scrub brush and cleaning compound, 
NSN 6850-00-227-1887, to clean the 
wire rope. Scrub the rope vigorously 
in the direction of the wire 
strands to remove dirt and debris. 
 Never use a wire brush to 
clean the ramp’s wire rope. A wire 
brush will destroy the protective 
galvanized finish on the wire 
strands. Rust will soon follow.

2.	Raise and lock the ramp. 
Clean the remaining portions 
of the rope from inside the 
vehicle. Again, use a general 
purpose brush and cleaning 
compound to do the job. 
 Make sure you clean all of 
the wire rope, including what’s 
wrapped around the pulleys 
and hidden underneath the 
floor plates.

3.	Wear leather gloves to protect your hands as you dry the rope. Using a wiping rag, 
make sure you wipe in a spiraling motion, following the direction of the strands to 
remove all the cleaning compound. When done, the rope should be completely dry.

4.	With the ramp fully open, and again with the ramp 
in the closed and locked position, give the wire 
rope a light coat of CW-II (chain, wire rope and 
exposed gear grease). Get a 10-lb can with 
NSN 9150-01-534-7828 or a 35-lb can with 
NSN 9150-00-530-6814.

5.	Wipe off any excess 
CW-II with a clean 
wiping rag.
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M113-Series FOV…

Give Ramp Rope a

Of course, it’s 
also a good idea to 
keep the hull under 
the floor plates 

clean and dry.

Here’s 
what to 

do…

in areas of 
high humidity, 
you may need 
to clean the 
rope more 

often.

Clean rope 
with general 
purpose
scrub brush 
and cleaning 
compound

Don’t forget to clean rope on 
pulleys and below floor plates

You can 
prevent that by 
giving the wire 
rope a good 

cleaning every 
6 months or 
1,500 miles. 

Watch 
out!

The
ramp’s 

wire rope 
snapped!

Crewmen,
there’s no greater 
letdown for the 

ramp on your M113-
series vehicle than 
a frayed or broken 

wire rope.

No rope means the ramp 
can’t be raised or lowered 

and your vehicle is NMC!

When the ramp is 
completely raised, the 

wire rope retracts under 
the floor plates. 

Any dirty water there 
soaks the rope and washes 

away its lubricating 
grease. 

Dirt and moisture cling to 
the wire strands and give 
corrosion the foothold

it needs.
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