
Aviation mechanic graduates at the US Army Aviation Logistics School have spent 
a lot of hours learning about Chinooks, AH-64s, Kiowa Warriors, Black Hawks and 
ground support equipment.
	 They have turned wrenches, used TMs and IETMs, studied structures and 
pneudraulics, installed rivets, repaired airframes, studied electrical systems, flight 
controls, weapons, navigation and avionic systems, power plants, and propulsion and 
a host of other aircraft functions.
	 You’d think they’d be experts when they hit the flight line. But they aren’t. And 
treating them as though they are experts can lead to equipment damage, accidents  
and personal injury.
	 When mechanics arrive at their units, training needs to continue. They should 
shadow senior mechanics who can show them the maintenance by the book, not 
on-the-fly or by the seat of their pants. New mechanics should also be introduced to 
standard operating procedures (SOP) in their units. 

The Making of
Maintenance Experts

if you are a new 
mechanic, always 

ask questions about 
maintenance tasks if 

you have the slightest 
doubt or if something 
doesn’t seem right.

it’s better to ask 
questions than to 

have to explain why 
an accident happened 

or equipment was 
damaged.

By following 
TM instructions, 
gaining on-the-

job maintenance 
experience, 
listening, 

learning and 
reading PS 

Magazine, you’ll 
eventually 
become a 

maintenance 
expert, too!

This is my boy, 
the aviation 

expert!

sorry, ma’am. 
He may be a 

graduate, but 
he’s no expert.

in fact, 
his aviation 
mechanic 
training 
is just 

beginning!


