
doubtofriverThe
an interesting 
discussion takes 
place at the 
explorer’s club 
in new yorK city.

the topic is an 
expedition to south 
america that took 
place in 1914.

theodore
roosevelt Iv,
great-
grandson of 
president
roosevelt,
speaks…

the journey’s goal was 
to find the head-waters 
of the rio da duvida, (the 
river of doubt) and trace 

it to the amazon river.
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the expedition 
started unwisely… 
during the height of 
the rainy season. yes…you’re quite 

correct. they did 
not fully realize 
the hardships they 
were to face. and…

the expedition 
members 

faced stinging 
insects…

…raging 
floods…

…and hostile 
natives.

in fact, the president’s son, 
kermit, was swept over a water-

fall and almost killed… but 
was rescued at the last moment.

that was fortunate becauSe Kermit 
led the effOrt to mainTain the ex-
pedition’s equipment and sUppLiES.

…the 
circumstances 

were very 
unexpected.

buck up, 
lads! good 
equipment 

maintenance 
and courage 
will see Us 
Safely Home!

I bet they 
weren’t 

prepared 
for the 

unexpected!
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gOod 
lad!

sO he was 
indispens-

able?

without question. 
it was kermit’s 

determination to 
continue that kept 

the party together.

pm means 
preventive 

maintenance. 
the effOrt 

that’s 
necessary 
to keep 

your 
equipment 
working 
properly 

and mission-
ready!

rainy weather was 
a constant problem 

on the 1500 mile 
expedition.

this tent 
patch will keep 
the rain out.

this oil will prevent 
moisture from rusting 

these firearms.

makes 
sense!

we must take care 
of our equipment. 

this canoe is in 
gOod shape, but it 

needs pm.

Check this 
neTting every 
night and fix 
any holes. 

That’ll keep 
the bugs out!

Keep the 
quinine tablets 

sealed.

in studying these 
photographs and 
journals, what 
do we learn?

quite 
simply…be 
prepared.

keep socks 
and boots 
dry. it’s the 
only way to 

prevent
dry rot.

the expedition mapped 
unexplored areas of 

south america and 
discovered new species 

of exotic flora and 
animal species.

it provided 
a significant 

collection for the 
american museum of 

natural history.

the equipment and food lists 
were checked every day as 
the expedition continued.what 

is 
pm?
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nonethe-
less, the 
expedition 
came at 
a heavy 
cost.

it was a 
hard lesson, 
but one that 

can teach 
us all the 
importance 

of 
preparation!

several weeks into the arduous 
journey, president roosevelt 
nearly died from malaria and 

dysentery.

Even so, it was a long 
and difficult trip 

home for the ailing 
former president.

although he was greeted 
warmly on his arrival 

back to america…

…friends and family were 
startled by his fatigue 
and loss of 57 pounds!

he later wrote a friend 
that the trip had cut his 
life short by ten years.

he was unable to 
walk for most of 
the expedition…

…and had to be attended day 
and night by the doctor.

buT their medical 
supplies saved 

his life.
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in 1914, at the invitation of brazilian explorer Candido Rondon, President 
Theodore Roosevelt and his son, Kermit, did indeed lead an exploration of 
the uncharted “river of doubt”. To find out more about it, see roosevelt’s 
narrative, “Through the brazilian wilderness”, as well as other related 

books, available at your local library or book seller.

be prepared! 
that adage holds 
true for today’s 
army, as well.

yes…being 
prepared means 
realistic training, 

successful logistics 
and preventive 
maintenance!

well said, old 
sport. now let’s 

refresh ourselves 
with a cold drink 

or two.

your 
observations 
fit well in my 

book!


