Avenger Missile System...

The ABCs s>

The first rule of canopy care is to protect it. If you leave the canopy uncovered
day after day as it sits in the motor pool, blowing sand and dirt will scour its surface.
Soon you can’t see through it and your unit has to spend big bucks replacing it.

If your Avenger’s canopy
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cover is shot or missing, it’s hard
to get a replacement because it
doesn’t have an NSN. You're
better off using an old Bradley
tarp, which will cover not only
the canopy but the entire turret.
A green Bradley tarp comes
with NSN 2540-00-587-2532
and a tan one with NSN 2540-
01-330-8062. Either one will

| Bradley tarp covers entire Avenger |

set you back $150, so it’s much
cheaper to local purchase a tarp
or have your canvas shop make
one measuring 12x17 feet.

One caution: Don'’t tie off the
tarp inside the truck. That ruins
the door seals. The best way
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A Line on Alignment

It doesn’t take much to knock the
canopy out of alignment and then
it can’t seal out fumes. That’s why
you should never move the turret or
vehicle with the canopy open. That not
only destroys the canopy’s alignment
but also the mounting brackets for
the canopy struts. Shut and latch the
canopy before any movement.

For the same reason, don’t let the
canopy spring open or slam shut. Use
the lanyard to guide the canopy all
the way up or down. Gunners often
don’t guide the canopy all the way up
because the canopy lanyard is too short
for them to do it while they’re seated.
So they let it go. An easy fix for that
is to lengthen the lanyard by tying 550
cord to it.

Any time the canopy moves without
resistance or won'’t stay open, you’'ve
got bad struts. Get them replaced.

A good weekly PMCS tip is to check
for cracks around where the canopy
arms attach to the blocks mounted
on the turret wall. If you catch cracks
while they’re small, they’re easily
fixed. But if the cracks get a chance to
grow, the arms can rip right out.

The Seal of Approval

Close canopy before moving turret
or vehicle. Use lanyard to gently
open and close canopy

Tie 550 cord to canopy strap
to allow operator to open
canopy while seated

Check area
around canopy
arms for cracks

You certainly want to make sure
the canopy has a good seal so you
don’t get missile exhaust in the
turret. Here’s an easy check:

® Put 6x1-in pieces of paper half
in and half out of each front
corner of the turret.

® Close and lock the canopy.

® Pull on the paper.

@ If either piece slips out easily,
you've got a bad seal. Tell your
repairman pronto.

If paper pulls out easily,
canopy is leaking
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