MISTS OF ARKANSAS

gs «: |[ LEGEND STRIDES
V3| A FIGLRE:
#€2:°4| SOLDIER, TEACHER,

READER AND WRITER.

SUCH 1S THE LEGACY OF ALBERT PIKE.
MANY OF YOU HAVE HEARD TALES OF
ALBERT'S FAMOUS ANCESTOR, ZEBULON,
BUT OUR AL’S ADVENTURES CANNOT BE
OVERSHAPOWED BY A MERE PEAK!

WHEN THE BROUHAHA KNOWN AS THE
MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR ROILEDP ACROSS
THE SOUTH, AL WAS CAPTAIN OF THE

LITTLE ROCK GUARD. THIS RAG TAG BAND
WAS OFFICIALLY PART OF THE ARKANSAS
VOLUNTEER REGIMENT.

BUT BEFORE THE WAR, THEIR DUTIES
WERE LIMITED TO FIRING OFF CANNONS
FOR VISITING PIGNITARIES.

IN 1846, AL AND HIS LADPS WERE
SENT SOUTH TO FIGHT SANTA ANNA.
AL PAIP FOR HIS TROOPS' SUPPLIES
OUT OF HIS OWN POCKET, AND
MOST OF WHAT HE LEARNED ABOUT

SOLPIERING CAME FROM READING
BOOKS EN ROUTE TO THE BATTLE.

READING
AGAINZ




vES, COLONEL | DIP you
YELL. THIS 1S KNOW OUR
A TM. WALKER
DPRAGOONS
ARE PRONE TO
FALLEN LOADING

LEVERS?

DESPITE COLONEL YELL'S
WELL-BELLOWED ADVICE, PIKE
PECIPED TO FOLLOW THE
BOOK; BY...WELL...THE BOOK.

THE SCREWS
CONNECTING
THE LOAPING
LEVERS TO
THE RAMS CAN
LOOSEN, WHICH
CHANGES THE
GEOMETRY
BETWEEN PIVET
AND LATCH.

ALL I KNOW 15
THAT COFFEE
TASTES BETTER
IF LATRINES ARE

DUG DOWNSTREAM

OF COURSE, SIR,
BUT SHOULDN'T
WE CHECK OUR
REVOLVERS AND

TIGHTEN THE SCREWS
LIKE THE TM sAYSZ

HE HAD HIS MEN TENDP TO THEIR
REVOLVERS AND MUSKETS AND
CARE PROPERLY FOR THEIR HORSES,
IGNORING THE JEERS AND SMIRKS
FROM THE OTHER TROOPS.

BOOK,; SCHMOOK.
TAKE A FEW LESSONS
FROM ROANE!

THOUGH COLONEL YELL NEVER GAVE
PIKE CREPIT FOR GOING THE EXTRA
MILE, THE COMMANDING OFFICER
DID NOTICE, AND SOON PIKE WAS
PROMOTED ANP PUT IN CHARGE OF
COMPANY E,; FIRST PRAGOONS.

NOW THERE'S A

FROM CAMP.

PUT THAT
IN THE

NEXT FIELD

REGULATION,

FELLOW WHO DOESN'T
WASTE TIME READING!

BUT JOHN ROANE PIP NOT VIEW PIKE'S
PROMOTION QUITE SO FAVORABLY,
AND AFTER YELL PIED AT THE BATTLE
OF BUENA VISTA; ROANE LET IT BE
KNOWN WHAT HE THOUGHT OF HIS UP-
AND-COMING RIVAL..,

Y IcamewP
WITH A LIMERICK
IN HONOR OF

YOUR NEW
COMPANY.

CONGRATU-
LATIONS PIKE!

IT GOES
LIKE THIS...

PIKE,

WHOSE ANCESTOR WENT FOR A
HIKE.

THE OLD MAN GOT FAME

WHILE THE YOUNGER STAYED LAME..
HMM, T WONDPER WHAT
LAMENESS FEELS LIKEZ

THERE WAS A YOUNG FELLA NAMED ]
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SPEAKING OF LAME,
ROANE, I SAW THAT
YOUR HORSE THREW A
SHOE TOPAY.

WHAT
ARE You
IMPLYINGZ

NOTHING.
BUT IT'S A

SAFETY 15SLE. A

LA THoueHT

YOU'D WANT

TO KNOW.

SAFETY?Z
HA! OVER-
RATED!

THAT EXPLAINS
WHY YOUR
CANNONEER 1S A
ONE-ARMED MAN.

ENOUGH! T
ALWAYS SAIP
YOUR BRAIN'S

GONE SOFT
FROM BOOK-
LEARNING BUT
THIS PROVES

IT. YOU'RE

UNFIT FOR

COMMAND.

MAN YELLING
LIKE OLDP
YELL-ER.

&0 SAYS THE I WONPER HOW

BRAVELY You'D

BELLOW OVER
REVOLVERS AT
DAWNZ
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FIND ouT,
PIKE!

NAME
YOUR
SECONDS!

I GENERALLY ONLY
TAKE SECONDS ON
DESSERT!

J

I'LL HAVE NO MORE
INSOLENCE FROM
YOU, YOU YOUNG

JACKANAPES.

OUR
DRAGOONS
MEET AT

KEEP
THEM.
THE BEST
WAY TO
REMEMBER
PM sTEPS
16 TO STICK

LATER IN HI& CAMP TENT... 1

THANKS FOR VOLUNTEERING TO
BE MY SECOND IN TOMORROW'S
DUEL, SERGEANT MASTERS.

BUT I MUST
HOLD YOU
PARTLY
RESPONSIBLE
FOR MY
PILEMMA,
SINCE You
LOANEDP ME
THESE TMsS.

CHALLENGED ROANE, BUT T
AM WEARY OF HIS MOCKERY.

[ T SHOULDN'T HAVE J

HI& CAVALIER
ATTITUPE HAS COST
Uus GOOP MEN.

WHAT PO
YOU HOPE TO

NOTHING! ROANE WILL NEVER APMIT
TO HIS FAULTS, AND I WILL NOT
APOLOGIZE TO THAT SWAGGERING

POLTROON FOR DOING PM.

OUR MUTUAL PRIPE
FORCES US TO
THE FIELD. MAKE
ARRANGEMENTS FOR
MY BURIAL. ROANE
15 KNOWN TO BE A
CRACK SHOT.

[ Heammay ) TruE,

BE STEADY, BUT SERGEANT
HIS WEAPONRY 1S | | MASTERS...

] WEAK. 1 BUTHE HAS |-
e |
SKILL
| TO DATE I'VE wm—{ HIS
NOT SEEN HIM WEAPONS... [
WORM-AND- | while T HAVE
BRUSH A SINGLE PROVEN
BORE. - | RELABILITY [T
- ON MY SIDE.
T WONDER,
WHICH WILL
PREVAILZ




THE NEXT MORNING THE

TWO COMMANDERS MET IN A
FIELD WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE
SECONDS AND SURGEONS..,

15 MINE ONLY WHEN FOR ME, SERGEANT.
you FALL! T CONFESS MY HANDS

NO! SATISFACTION RELOAD MY GUN
ARE SHAKING A BIT.

RELOAD
AND
REPEAT!

PIKE'S STEADPY AND SOLEMN.

... THEIR EXPRESSIONS SET.
ROANE'S IN A SNEER AND

SOMETHING'S
AMISS. ., THERE'S
NO FOULING.
THE CHAMBER 15

SOMETIMES. .,
PEACE COMES
AT A PRICE.

AH! YOUR
MISS WAS
DELIBERATE!

HOW DD
You Miss%

WITH GUNS RELOAPED, THE

LUNFORTUNATELY; PACES RECALLED, THE OPPONENTS

ROANE 15

SOON WHIRLED AND FIRED --
STUBBORN, WE

ARE DOONED WITH THE VERY SAME RESULTS!
TO REPEAT THE -

CHARADE!




PIKE AND MASTERS
ALONE KNEW

LOOKS LIKE
WE COULD BE

HE MISSED ON AT THIS ALL
PURPOSE. OR SO DAY, PIKE,
THEY THOUGHT... - AND I BORE

EASILY.

I NEVER WANTED
YOU PEAD,; ROANE.

PIKE, T SAW MY
LIFE FLASH BEFORE
MY EYES -- TWICE.
BOTH TIMES, AT THE

LAST SECOND, T
SAW YOU LIFT THE

BARREL HIGH.

WISH T
couLp
SAY THE
SAME.
HAD You
BEEN A
LESSER
MAN, I'P
BE LYING
ON THAT
FIELD

NOW.

MY GUN MISFIREDP
-- BOTH TIMES.
IT COULD HAVE

KILLEP ME EVEN IF
YOU PIPN'T.

YOUR
BOOK-
LEARNING
CLEARLY

YOU ARE WELCOME TO
BORROW THOSE TMs
ANYTIME. THEN, MAYBE
YOUR PRAGOON WON'T
LOOK -- OR FIRE -- 60
SHABBILY NEXT TIME.

FAIR ENOUGH.
MEANWHILE,
YOU CAN USE A
LESSON OR TWO
IN SHARPSHOOTING

YOURSELF..,

HISTORY WAS MADE THAT
DAY. BOTH MEN AND THEIR
WEAPONS WENT ON TO WIN
FAME AND FORTUNE. BUT IT
COULP HAVE TURNED ouT

FAR DIFFERENTLY.
] [

S0 WHENEVER YOU GET
A NEW TM, SOLDIERS,
REMEMBER TO TAKE A
"PIKE'S PEEK” BEFORE

YOU FILE IT AWAY!
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