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5. Place the finished 
plexiglass guard back over 
the panel and secure it 
with the rubber rim.

SFC Ian Conley
606th FSC, 1-377th FAR
Ft Lewis, WA

Editor’s note: An inexpensive solution to a very expensive problem! While this 
fix won’t appear in the howitzer’s TMs, it has been approved for field use.

Guard 
Against

CSD Screen 
Cracks

Dear Editor,
The M777A2 howitzer’s Chief of Section Display (CSD) panel, NSN 6625-
01-533-8823, is a very expensive piece of equipment. If you accidentally 
drop something on it, the screen could crack. A new CSD panel will set your 
unit back more than $43,000!
	 I’ve come up with a simple, inexpensive way to protect the CSD screen while 
still allowing easy access to the buttons on the panel. Here’s how:
1. Cut a thin piece of plexiglass to fit the CSD panel. I used a piece of scrap 
plexiglass, but you can usually find it at your local home improvement store for 
about $10.
2. Lay the plexiglass on 
the panel and use the black 
rubber rim to secure it in 
place.
3. Outline the areas where 
the panel’s buttons are 
located with a thin-tipped 
marker.
4. Remove the plexiglass and 
cut out the marked areas.

M777A2 Towed Howitzer…
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Against

CSD Screen 
Cracks

M109A6 Paladin,
M992A2 Ammo Carrier…

Final Drive 
Bolts

Need Safety 
Wire

Completed guard 
protects panel screen

Finished product 
will look some-
thing like this

Mechanics, after 
installing the final 
drive U-joint bolts 

on the M109A6 Paladin 
or M992A2 ammo 

carrier, there’s one 
more step!

You must 
remember 
to safety-
wire the 
bolts!

Unless they’re safety-
wired, the bolts will 
loosen and back out. 
When that happens, the 

U-joints come apart and 
tear up the transfer or 

transmission.

So 
remember,
after you
tighten ‘em 

down,
lace ‘em 

up!

Something cracked 
the CSD screen! That’s 
gonna be a hefty bill!

Nuts!
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