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	 Save	yourself	a	headache	and	possible	aircraft	damage	
by	 lifting	 the	 weapon	 and	 stowing	 it	 in	 the	 up	 position	
before	you	install	the	GHW.
	 Some	mechanics	know	that	installing	the	wheels	while	
the	rocket	launcher	and	the	M296	machine	gun	are	installed	
is	troublesome.	The	launcher	or	other	weapon	systems	get	
in	the	way	when	the	wheels	are	put	on	the	aircraft	skids.
	 A	 common	 practice	 is	 to	 remove	 the	 expandable	 bolt	
pin	from	the	universal	weapons	pylon,	lift	the	weapon,	re-
insert	the	bolt	pin	and	then	allow	the	weapon	to	rest	against	
the	bolt	pin.	
	 That	solution	has	its	own	problems.	The	weapon	could	
slip	 from	 your	 hands	 and	 bang	 against	 the	 pin.	 Even	
if	 you’re	 careful	 and	 manage	 to	 rest	 the	 rocket	 pod	 or	
an	M296	machine	 gun	 on	 the	 pin,	 the	 pod	 and	 gun	will	
eventually	 bend	 the	 pin.	And	 if	HELLFIRE	missiles	 are	
installed,	their	fins	can	be	damaged	by	the	wheels.
	 When	installing	the	ground	handling	wheels,	it’s	best	to	
stow	weapons	in	the	up	position	like	it	says	in	Para	4-76	
of	TM	9-1090-214-23&P.	That	way	you	won’t	be	saying	
“oops”	later.
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Mechanics, your 
Kiowa Warrior’s 
ground handling 

wheels (GHW) 
should not 

interfere with 
its weapons if 
you install the 
wheels right. 

thanks, 
buddy! No problem-O! 

now to take 
care of your 

buddy.

just don’t 
leave my gun 
resting on 

my pin!


