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THE PM COURTTHE PM COURT

what you’re about 
to witness is real. 
the participants are 

not actors. they are 
actual soldiers with 

real disagreements 
over preventive 

maintenance.

this is private 
victor benning…

the plaintiff. a 
tank driver with 
the 5/32d cav at 

fort gavel.

private benning 
says he is being 
unfairly held 
responsible 

for damage to 
his m1a2 tank. 
he’s claiming 

defamation of 
character and 
is suing for the 

defendant’s 
dinner dessert 
for the next 
three weeks.

this is sergeant 
mario sanchez, the 
defendant. sergeant 
sanchez is the motor 

sergeant for the 
5/32d cav. he claims 

the defendant is 
ruining his tank 

through careless pm.

he’s counter-
suing to have the 
plaintiff’s mouth 

taped shut 
to stop all the 

griping and
complaining…
plus court 

costs.

both parties 
have agreed 
to dismiss 

their claims 
and have 

their dispute 
settled here, 
in our forum…
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hello. I’m your 
host, lug dewellen, 
and this is the case 

of “tanks but no 
tanks.”

you’ve 
been sworn 
in and I’ve 
read your 

complaint…

now, private benning, I 
understand that the tank in 

question has been deadlined 
for the last two weeks.

it is your assertion that 
the problems are not of 

your doing, correct?

that’s 
exactly right, 
your honor, sir. 
that tank has 
been a lemon 
since day one.

I do pm 
each and 

every day 
and it still 

breaks down 
constantly.

I see. and 
what do you 
have to say 
about this, 
sergeant 
sanchez?

well, your 
honor, it certainly 
sounds good…on 

the surface.

it’s when you 
take a look at 

how he does pm 
that proves my 

allegations.

for example, he cleans 
the v-pack air filters by 

banging them against the 
side of his tank. that gets 
the dirt out, but it also 
deforms the filters.

and, of 
course, bent 
filters can’t 

stop dirt 
and sand…

so goodbye 
engine.

judge whopper 
is just entering 
the courtroom 

and preparing to 
hear testimony 
from the two 

parties.
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exactly, your honor! the 
v-packs need to be cleaned 
with low-pressure air from 
inside-out or tapped gently 

to loosen dirt and sand 
when air isn’t available.

hmm. your 
complaint 

also mentions 
something 

about track 
tension.

now waitaminit!
I object!

I check track tension 
every time!

it’s not my fault we 
had a thrown track 

last week!

he’s right…for 
the most part, 
your honor. he 

does perForm track 
tension properly…
except for one 
major detail.

he forgets to let his tank coast 
to a stop on level ground!

braking leaves the track 
tight in some places…

… and loose in others.

so…even though he does 
the rest of the track tension 
procedure correctly, you can 
still have a thrown track?

exactly, 
your 

honor.

umm…ahem…

hrumph

what’s that, 
benning?

err, uh…well, 
maybe I’ve made 
a few mistakes. 
but at least my 
tank is clean.

you have 
to admit, 
sergeant 

sanchez, my 
tank is the 

cleanest in 
the unit.

oh, his tank 
is clean all 
right, your 

honor.
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private benning uses 
high-pressure water 
to make sure it’s 

clean. problem is…

you bet it is, your 
honor. that high-

pressure water gets 
into electrical gear 
and optics. they cost 

a lot to replace.

…he doesn’t 
keep it below 

the track line.

so that’s a 
bad thing?

I think I’ve heard 
enough. gentlemen, 

I’ve reached a 
decision.

private benning, while it’s 
obvious that you mean 

well when it comes to your 
tank, it’s equally obvious 
that good intentions 
don’t get the job done.

therefore 
I’m finding in 
favor of the 
defendant!

bailiff, please 
carry out my 
judgment.

uh-oh!
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and so ends 
the case of 
“tanks but 
no tanks.”

just remember, 
if someone you 

know has a 
problem with pm, 
don’t take the 
law into your 
own hands.

take ‘em to 
pm court.

mm mmn!
muh mnm mm
mphmrmh!?


