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Hello, Soldier! I’m Half-Mast McCanick. 
I must be the oldest master sergeant 
in the Army. Been an E-8 since mid-World 

War II and spent those war years 
with Army Motors magazine answering 
questions about vehicle maintenance.

in June 1951, the Army recalled me to 
duty with a new pub, PS Magazine.

Our job was to encourage Soldiers 
to perform preventive maintenance. 
it’s been 60 years and I still ask 

Soldiers the same question:
“Would You Stake Your Life –

RiGHT NOW – on the Condition of
Your Equipment?”

And, that’s the bottom line.

Will your equipment work, like it’s 
supposed to, when you need it most? 
if you haven’t maintained it, someday 
it won’t. Preventive maintenance is a 

way of maintaining the best equipment 
readiness rates we can. But, how you 
care for your vehicle, weapon and 
other equipment and gear is also a 
measure of how that equipment will 

support your health and life.

The next seven pages are about our 
past and present, and how you can 
influence the magazine’s future in 
providing you with the most up-to-
date maintenance and supply infor-
mation available. We welcome your 

comments and suggestions.
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The story continues on page 33…

1. Enter your pay grade next to your status:
 a. Active Army______
 b. National Guard______
 c. Army Reserve______
 d. DoD/sister service ______
 e. DoD/DA civilian______
 f. Contract employee______

2. Gender:
 a. Male _____
 b. Female _____

3. Age:
 a. 17-25 ____
 b. 26-35 ____
 c. 36-45 ____
 d. 46-55 ____
 e. 56+____

4. Ethnic Background (circle your answer):
 a. Asian          
 b. Black    
 c. Caucasian 
 d. Hispanic
 e. Other, please identify ______

demographiCs

ps magazine:
Your Vision

for the Future 
Survey 2011

Hi! I’m Connie Rodd, a maintenance and 
supply specialist with PS. Like Half-Mast I 
worked for Army Motors magazine during 

World War II when I was a corporal.
Only I came back for the PS Magazine

startup as a civilian employee.

if only 
they’d 
loOked 
at me!

As the Korean Conflict began, the
Army recognized it had a pressing 

need to use preventive maintenance as 
its preferred maintenance program.
Keeping vehicles, weapons and other

equipment clean and properly 
lubricated was all about combat 

readiness and Soldier safety.

it was also about money.

Preventive maintenance 
and the maintenance tasks 

that follow preventive 
maintenance checks and

services do have their own 
price tag.

But it’s far less
expensive than the cost
of breakdowns, major
damage, or associated 

combat losses.

A simple 62 cent spring provides an
excellent economics and safety example.

On the Bradley fighting vehicle, the ammo 
compartment door is held closed by a latch 
that depends on the 62 cent spring to keep it 
snugly tight and closed. During PMCS, crews 

examine the spring for serviceability.

But, when PMCS misses that check and the 
spring wears out, the latch fails, the door 
opens, and when the turret is traversed the 
door rips out wiring and has been known to 
sever a fuel line. The vehicle and crew are 

placed at risk.

A Bradley lost to fire costs the Army more 
than $1 million. You figure out the cost of a 

crew lost to fire, especially if it’s your crew 
at risk.

This is just one example of the articles we 
provide in PS Magazine.
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Now that you’ve finished the survey, you can either 
fax pages 29-31 to us at DSN 645-0961, (256) 955-0961, 
or mail it to us at: 
	 	 MSG	Half-Mast
	 	 PS,	the	Preventive	Maintenance	Monthly
	 	 USAMC	LOGSA	(AMXLS-AM)
	 	 5307	Sparkman	Circle
	 	 Redstone	Arsenal,	AL	35898
If you would rather complete the survey online, visit:

https:/ /www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/pshome.cfm

5. Does your unit get PS Magazine and are there enough copies?
 a. I never see a copy
 b. We don’t get enough

6. In what format do you prefer PS Magazine? (Select one, some or all)
 a. The printed version
 b. The online version
 c. I wish there were an iPad/tablet/eReader version

7. Do you have ready access to the Internet at your workstation?
 a. I have to use someone else’s computer
 b. My workstation does not have a computer or Internet access
 c. My workplace lacks enough bandwidth to view large files online
 d. Internet access in garrison doesn’t mean it exists on field exercises or
    during operational deployments

8. How often do you use MSD (laptop) computers to conduct -10 or -20 level PMCS?
 a. We don’t have MSD computers
 b. We never use our MSD computers
 c. We use MSDs to do daily PMCS

9. If you had to choose between the printed version of PS Magazine and the
  PS Magazine website, which would you choose?
 a. The printed version

10. If you had an iPad/tablet/eReader app for PS Magazine which would you
  choose to take with you on a deployment?
 a. The iPad/tablet/eReader app
 b. The printed version

11. How would you prefer to use social media (e.g. Facebook) in conjunction with
  PS Magazine? (Choose one or more.)
 a. To read announcements of new issues, Hot Topics or stories
 b. To link to PS Magazine
 c. To submit questions
 d. To submit articles
 e. I don’t use social media
 f. Other (explain) ___________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________________
  ________________________________________________________________

12. Explain how PS Magazine helps you on the job. (Select all that apply.)
 a. Keeps me up-to-date with NSN changes
 b. Gives technical information that helps me in my maintenance or supply job
 c. Helps me to do my job more safely
 d. Helps me keep equipment in mission capable status
 e. Information in PS has prevented personal injury or injury to a co-worker.
    (Please describe the circumstance in the REMARKS area.)
 f. I don’t use PS Magazine
 REMARKS/COMMENTS: ___________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________

13. How can we improve the magazine?
 _________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________
 _________________________________________________________________

14. Do you know PS Magazine can help answer your questions on maintenance and
  supply issues?
 a. Yes          b. No

15. If you have written to us with a question, how satisfied are you with our
  response?
 a. A complete answer came within 30 days
 b. A partial answer came within 30 days
 c. The response took more than 30 days
 d. The response was inadequate
 e. I never got a response

Core Questions:

Thanks for 
completing our survey! 
You can be sure we’ll 

use this information to 
better serve you and 

the Army.

 c. We get enough copies
 d. We get too many copies

 d. We use MSDs to do weekly PMCS
 e. We use MSDs to do scheduled services

 b. The website

 c. I’d prefer both
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MRAPs, route clearance 
vehicles, new helmets, ballistic 

glasses, hydration systems, 
new sight optics and body 
armor are items that have 

been fielded far quicker than 
normal provisioning. PS often 
provides maintenance and PMCS 
information on these systems 

ahead of permanent Army 
technical manuals.

I’m SFC benjamin “Rotor” 
Blade. My main focus is on Army 
aircraft and UAVs. the PS team 

also keeps An eye on rapid 
fielding of equipment.

You can’t change what we’ve done 
in the past, But you can affect 

what we’ll do in the future.

So here’s 
your chance 
to affect 

the next five 
years of

PS Magazine.

Please take
a few moments 
to complete 
the short 
survey on 

pages 29-32. 
We’ll welcome 
it and you’ll be 
glad you did.

Well, I’m Bonnie and haven’t 
been around nearly as long 
as Connie and Half-Mast. I’m 
thinking some of you might 

just wonder what equipment 
we cover in the magazine.

…tools and 
TMDE gauges. 

Ground 
robotics, 

field kitchens, 
uniforms, 

helmets, web 
gear and 

protective vests 
are under our 
watchful eyes.
And, if you’re 
into logistics 
management,

we cover that 
too.

if it’s a combat or tactical 
wheeled vehicle, we are 

geared to it. if it’s small 
arms or crew served weapons 

they’re in our crosshairs. 
We speak the language 

of commo and electronics 
equipment, CBRN devices

and personal gear…
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