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•	All approved combat eyewear are found on the 
	 authorized protective eyewear list (APEL)
•	2- or 3-wavelength (WL) laser protective 
	 Ballistic/Laser Protective Spectacles (BLPS)
•	2- or 3-WL laser protective Special Protective 
	 Eyewear Cylindrical System (SPECS)

These are the only products authorized for Army use.

Combat Eyewear… At a Glance
here’s a 
summary 
of all 

the army-
approved 
combat 
eyewear.

•	2- or 3-WL laser
	 protective Sun,
	 Wind and Dust 
	 Goggles (SWDG)

currently, these lenses 
are available in green 
(2-wl protection) and 

brown (3-wl protection).

the army has not 
approved non-laser 

commercial lens tints, 
such as yellow, because 

they distort colors.

the 
army has 
approved 
only clear 
and neutral 

gray 
sunglass 
lenses.

the only 
exceptions 

are 
products 

with 
approved 

laser 
protective 

lenses.

do you wear 
prescription 
eyeglasses?

 if you do, the 
following tables 

tell you which 
spectacles or 
goggles you

can wear.

they also 
tell you if 

the goggles 
have ballistic 
fragmenta-
tion, ultra-
violet (uv) 
and laser 

protection.

man, that was 
close! these 

goggles just 
saved my eyes!

lotsa sand 
flyin’, but not 

in my eyes.

these 
goggles 

are 
great!

these glasses 
cut the glare 
of the snow.
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Combat
Eyewear

Ballistic
Fragmentation

and 
UV protection
(applies to all

approved lenses)
Prescription

Capable?
Laser

Protection

Ballistic/Laser
Protective
Spectacles
(BLPS)

Special
Protective 
Eyewear
Cylindrical 
System
(SPECS)

Sun, Wind
and Dust
Goggles
(SWDG)

ESS Crossbow
Spectacles

Oakley SI
Ballistic
M Frame 2.0
Spectacles

Yes.
BLPS to 
be worn only 
with 2-WL or 
3-WL lens.

Yes.
SPECS to 
be worn only 
with 2-WL or 
3-WL lens.

Yes.
SWDG to 
be worn only 
with 2-WL or 
3-WL lens.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes No

NoYes

Yes.
Primarily for Soldiers who 
wear prescription eyeglasses
Spectacles have an optional
prescription lens carrier (PLC) 
to hold prescription lenses.

No.
Wear them only if you
don’t need prescription 
eyeglasses.

Yes.
Wear them alone or over
prescription eyeglasses.
PLC not available.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without  PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without  PLC.

Combat
Eyewear

Ballistic
Fragmentation

and 
UV protection
(applies to all

approved lenses)
Prescription

Capable?
Laser

Protection

Revision Sawfly
Spectacles (Two
sizes—regular
and large)

Smith
Optics
Aegis

Uvex Genesis
Spectacles

Uvex XC
Spectacles

Wiley X
PT-1
Spectacles

Wiley X
SG-1
Spectacles

Wiley X
Talon
Spectacles

Wear with 2-WL or 
3-WL lens for laser 
protection.
*See Note on page 51. 

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes No

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

No.
Wear them only if you 
don’t need prescription 
eyeglasses.

No.
Wear them only if you 
don’t need prescription 
eyeglasses.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without  PLC.Oakley SI M Frame

Wiley X SG-1Wiley X PT-1Smith Optics Aegis

Uvex GenesisRevision Sawfly
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Replacement Parts
	 Units that order combat eyewear, 
listen up. If spectacles or goggles get 
chipped, scratched or broken, don’t order 
a complete eyewear system. Instead, 
order replacement lenses and frames at 
a fraction of the cost. They’re available 
through the Army supply system. Unit 
supply personnel should determine 
whether a complete eyewear system is 
needed or if a replacement part will do.
	 You’ll find currently available parts on 
the PS Hot Topics web page:

https://www.logsa.army.mil
psmag/topics.cfm

https://peosoldier.army.mil/pmseq/eyewearmessage.asp

https://peosoldier.army.mil/pmseq/eyewear.asp

https://peosoldier.army.mil/docs/EyewearAPELMemo.pdf

Combat
Eyewear

Ballistic
Fragmentation

and 
UV protection
(applies to all

approved lenses)
Prescription

Capable?
Laser

Protection

Arena
Flakjak
Goggles

ESS Land
Operations
Goggles

ESS Profile
NVG
Goggles

Revision
Desert Locust
Goggles

Smith Optics
Outside the
Wire (OTW)
Goggles

Yes No

Yes

Yes

Yes
Wear with 2-WL or 
3-WL lens for laser 
protection.
*See Note on page 51. 

No

No

No

Yes

No.
Wear them only if you 
don’t need prescription 
eyeglasses.

Yes.
Wear them alone or
over prescription
eyeglasses.
PLC not available.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

Yes.
Wear them with or
without PLC.

your local 
military 

optometry or 
ophthalmology 
clinic, as well 
as clinics in 
theater, can 

supply plcs at 
no cost.

units in theater that need 
replacement plcs can also order 
them from the g-eyes government 

eyewear system website:

https://g-eyes.amedd.army.mil

for more information on apel 
combat eyewear, visit these 
peo soldier web pages…

Arena Flakjak ESS Land Operations Revision Desert Locust

*NOTE:
You may 

continue to 
use SPECS, 
SWDG, and 

BLPS for 
laser eye 

protection.

in addition, 
the Army has 
taken steps 
to add laser 
protection to 

some apel items, 
such as the 

revision sawfly 
spectacles and 

the revision 
desert locust 

goggles.

if you need ballistic 
fragmentation protective 

eyewear with laser protection, 
contact pm-soldier protective 
equipment (pm-spe), dsn 654-

2500, or (703) 704-2500.
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