


AS YOU KNOW, I WAS A DRIVER
IN A TRANSPORTATION UNIT,
UNCLE TED. I DROVE IN SOME
OF THE WORST CONPITIONS
POSSIBLE.

YSOME DAYS IT BLEW 80
HARD I COULDN'T SEE MY
HAND IN FRONT OF ME...” |

GOOP TO SEE
YOou, UNCLE TEP.
MOM SAIP You

ME AS SOON AS T
GOT BACK. =

Y6OME PAYS IT HIT 120 PEGREES
IN THE DESERT.., NIGHTS
DROPPING INTO THE 40'6.”

I GOT TO
KNOW MY
PMCS so
WELL, T
CouLp po IT
IN MY SLEEP!
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YEARS IN THE ARMY.
THAT'S A LONG TIME.

MY GOODNESS.., TWENTY )
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YES, I PID. MY TRAIL
TOOK ME THROUGH
VIETNAM...

you
SHOULD
KNOW. sou
SPENT
MORE THAN
TWENTY
PLUS YEARS
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..TELL ME MORE
ABOUT IRAQ AND
AFGHANISTAN.

YOUR WAY
OF THINKING.

COME
INTO THE P
GARAGE. L%
THERE'S o
SOMETHING
I THINK
YOoULL g
APPRECIATE.

—_—— TILLIE, DO You
T LIKE REMEMBER YOLR
GREAT AUNT

THAT'S AN
UNDERSTATEMENT. HER
LIFE WAS THE STUFF
OF WHICH LEGENPS
ARE MAPE.

GRANDMA
SAIP
SHE WAS
\HER OWN
KINC OF
PERSON. "




WELCOME

Wow! WERE THESE
ALL BESSIE'SZ

LOOK AT
ALL THESE
BIKES! AND
ALL THESE

TOOL BOXES.

YES.., BESSIE
WAS ONE OoF
A KIN2.

AUNT BESSIE
RODE HER FIRST
MOTORCYCLE --
AN INPIAN scouT
-- BACK IN 1928.

SHE WOULD TOSS A
PENNY ON A MAP AND
WHEREVER IT LANDED WAS =9 =y
HER DESTINATION.

SHE TOOK
EIGHT sOLO
RIPES ACROSS
THE UNITED
STATES. SHE
ALSO RODE
THROUGHOUT
HAITI, BRAZIL
AND EUROPE.

ONLY 17 AT
THE TIME. ANDP
THAT WAS WHEN
‘Goopr GIRLS"
DIPN'T RIPE
MOTORCYCLES,
LET ALONE
TRAVEL BY

THEMSELVES.

SHE TRAVELED
SOME INTERES TING
BYWAYS

BACK THEN,; THERE
WEREN'T CELL
PHONES OR NEARBY
PLACES TO REPAIR
A MOTORCYCLE. You
WERE ON YOUR OWN.
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“...AND ALWAYS DID
PM ON HER BIKE.”

CHECKS

THAT MEANT yo4
HAD TO KNOW THE
BIKE'S CHECKS AND
SERVICES LIKE THE
BACK OF YOUR HAND.

AND
SERVICES!
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- - WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN WELL,
HAAM.., THAT AFTER THE WAR THAT'S BESSIE *I WAS THERE WHEN SHE GOT WITH ALL THIS STUFFZ ALL KIDDO.
SOUNDS KIND OF SHE WENT ON AND WINNING FIRST PLACE THE AWARD. SEVERAL YEARS OF THESE MEMORIESZ THAT'S WHY
LIKE ME WHEN T FOLINDPED THE “IRON ON THE FLAT TRACK. LATER THE AMA CREATED T INVITED
GOT STARTED HORSE MOTORCYCLE 1 I THE BESS/E STRINGFIELL YOl OVER.
_ , . CLUB” IN MIAMI. SHE DISGUISED MEMOR/AL AWARLZ. "
HERSELF AS A MAN,
BUT WAS DENIED THE
PRIZE WHEN SHE TOOK YAFTER HER PASSING, SHE
OFF HER HELMET. WAS INDUCTED INTO THE
= MOTORCYCLE HALL OF
5 FAME. "
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- 7 I'M NOT THESE THINGS ARE SPECIAL !
TOWARDS THE END OF YOUR GREAT AUNT h—/ -{d g GETTING THEY NEED A HOME..,
HER LIFE THE POCTORS YES, IT'S BESSIE RECEIVED /] ANY WHERE SOMEONE WILL TAKE
WANTED HER TO GIVE IMPRESSIVE. THIS AWARD TWO \ 7\ 7 o YOUNGER. GOOD CARE OF THEM. J\
UP RIDING. SHE SAID, NOW TAKE YEARS BEFORE HER ) ‘
IF I DON'T R/PE, T A LOOK AT DEATH IN 1993, SHE o
WON'T L/WWVE LONG.., WAS 82 YEARS OLD. i ,3 O}
4 - ) ~
A
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YOU'VE
| sor o BE
KIDDING!

YEAH...YOU KNOW.
SOMEONE WHO
ISN'T AFRAID TO

TURN A WRENCH..,

YOU PROVEPD You
KNOW WHAT IT TAKES
TO KEEP THESE
THINGS R/GHT7, TILLIE.
I JUST WANTED TO
SAY “"WELCOME BACK!
YOU'VE MADE IT!”

ON THEIR
HANDS
AND
KNEES TO
TROUBLE-
SHOOT AN
OIL LEAK.
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FILL YOUR HEAD
WITH IDEAS ABOUT
RIPING YOUR BIKE

WHILE STANPING
ON THE SEAT.
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BY THE WAY,
YOUR MOTHER (Q ’ NO,
SAYS T SHOLLDN'T Ve T SR/
=y

UNCLE TED AND TILLIE ARE FICTITIOUS, BUT BESSIE WAS VERY REAL!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE AMAZING BESS/E STRINGF/ELL, SEE THE FOLLOWING
ENTRIES ON THE AMA HALL OF FAME AND HARLEY-DAVIDSON WEBSITES:

http://motorcuclemuseum.org/mgoffame/detail.aspx?racerlD=277

http://www.harley-davidson.com/en_us/content/pages/
women-riders/female-trailblazers.html
The appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute endorsement by the United States Department of Defense of the linked web sites, or the

information, products or services contained therein. For other than authorized activities such as military exchanges and Morale, Welfare and Recreation
(MWR) sites, the United States Department of Defense does not exercise any editorial control over the information you may find at these locations.
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