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If you’re heavy-handed with the air sentry hatch on your Stryker, damaged hinges 
could be in your future!
 On vehicles with slat armor, the edge of the hatch hits the armor instead of the 
rubber cushion that’s designed to absorb the blow. If you let the hatch fall open,  
the hit can be violent enough to crack or break the hinge springs on the hatch. Not 
only is opening and closing the hatch a lot harder, but the hatch surface can be 
damaged, too.

 Hold onto the latch when opening the air sentry hatch. Then gently lower the hatch 
down against the slat armor.
 Once the hatch is open, 
you want it to stay that way 
until you’re ready to close 
it. Big bumps on the road or 
explosions from improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) 
can throw the hatch closed, 
crushing anyone standing in 
the hatch opening. Use the 
lock mechanism to keep the 
hatch safely open.

Stryker…

Put a Halt to Hatch Hits

M1-Series Tanks…

Battle 
Override 

Valve 
Knob

Change

Use NSN 5355-01-554-9341 
for battle override knob

Use lock mechanism to keep hatch open

Hatch hits slat armor instead 
of rubber cushion…

…causing damage to hinge 
springs and surface of hatch

This 
replaces 
NSN 5355-
01-067-8591, 

which is 
shown as 
item 23 in 
Fig 282 of 
TM 9-2350-
264-24P-1 

(Mar 03, w/
Ch 6, Jun 
09). That 

NSN brings 
the wrong 

knob.

use NSN 5355-01-
554-9341 to get 
the red knob for 

your M1-series 
tank’s battle 
override valve 

handle.

The knob is 
located on the 

right side of the 
driver’s seat.

UH-OH!
THAT 

DOESN’T 
SOUND 
GOOD!
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