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The word’s in: Your unit’s shipping out. In the following burst of activity, everyone 
may rush a bit more in their duties and lose track of some details that shouldn’t  
be forgotten. 
	 Missing details while preparing for deployment can result in big headaches when 
trying to load and ship unit vehicles.

Correctly

	 For example, one M1152 shelter carrier’s white shipping label listed vehicle 
specifications in inches as: Length—194, Width—86, Height—76, and Weight— 
7,146 pounds. The actual vehicle dimensions were Length—198, Width—96, 
Height—115, and Weight—11,660 pounds! 
	 There are many HMMWV models, so it’s easy to see how this mistake happened. 
Someone entered the stats from a base model HMMWV into the deployment planning 
software, instead of taking the time to check the unit’s MTOE for the specific model, 
then looking up and entering the correct data.

Logistics Management…

Record Your
Vehicle Data
Correctly for
Deployment

Some major problems have 
popped up when actual vehicle 

dimensions or weights don’t match 
what’s in the computer records.

Simply put, 
when the 

math doesn’t 
fly, the ship 
doesn’t sail! 

here’s a true 
HMmWv story 

about an M1152 
enhanced troop/
cargo/shelter 

carrier, similar to 
this illustration!

the actual physical 
dimensions and 

weight listed by the 
installation for 

sHipping this vehicle, 
and written on 

green tape, didn’t 
match the numbers 
entered into the 
computer system 

that generated the 
shipping label.

Later, it was determined that the person who made the 
shipping label used tb 55-46-1, standard characteristics 

for transportability of military vehciles and other 
outsize/overweight equipment, and took the stats for 

the first vehicle listed for the m1152.

but there are several variations of the m1152. the statistics for the
base vehicle (shown above) were mistakenly entered into the computer, and 

those numbers didn’t include the shelter’s added weight and dimension.

somebody 
needs to 

check those 
numbers 
again!

there’s no way all of 
us vehicles are gonna fit!

the deck 
space is 

calculated 
and booked 
down to the

inch!

Enhanced M1152

Base M1152
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	 In some cases, entire vehicle lots have been delayed from deployment by ship, 
rail, air or highway due to errors in reported dimensions or weights. These mistakes 
don’t make the headshed happy.
	 So, during deployment planning and operations, before shipping labels get 
slapped on vehicles slated for shipment, check the following:
•	Are you using your unit’s MTOE for accurate vehicle model information?
•	Were the correct vehicle models entered into the database?
•	Do computer-generated numbers match, or at least come close, to actual vehicle
	 measurements?
	 For vehicle specifics, see TB 55-46-1, Standard Characteristics (Dimensions, 
Weight, and Cube) for Transportability of Military Vehicles and Other Outsize/
Overweight Equipment.
	 You can also check out the Transportation Engineering Agency’s (TEA) 
handbooks and pamphlets. Visit the TEA website: http://www.tea.army.mil/
	 If you have questions about deployment-related shipping, contact John Newman 
at DSN 770-5263, (618) 220-5263, or email: john.d.newman@us.army.mil

•	Keep three out of four limbs in vehicle
	 contact—two hands and a foot or
	 two feet and a hand
•	Use available steps and handholds
•	Go slow—rain, ice or sand can make
	 steps slippery
•	Remember a heavy backpack can throw
	 you off balance
•	Check for uneven ground before
	 stepping down
•	Don’t jump out! Step out.

You probably don’t think of combat vehicles 
or your unit’s big construction equipment as 
potential enemies. But rushing to dismount 
from high equipment can really bring you 
down—literally! 
	 Falls and jumps are the leading cause of  
non-battle injuries such as fractures and 
dislocations. Too many Soldiers have already 
been air-evacuated from Iraq and Afghanistan 
because of this.

Safety…

Look—
But Don’t
 Leap!

…fOllow 
tHesE stepS 
to saFety!

so, when 
you exit high 
vehicles or 
equipment…

hey! 
careful 

there--that 
tickles!

careful is 
right!

I don’t want 
to end up like 

my battle 
buddy… 

months of 
physical 

therapy for 
a busted 

knee!
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