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Not

All Aircraft…

FOD
is Not Your Friend, 

fight it!
fod means 
foreign 
object 
damage. 
that’s the 
simplest 
definition.

fod also means 
those foreign 

objects—or debris—
that cause damage.

foreign object 
damage usually 

happens when you 
let your guard 

down while 
cleaning up after 

maintenance.

that’s why 
it’s good 

to refresh 
your 

memory 
about the 
problems 
of fod.
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1. What is Foreign Object Damage?

2. Where does FOD occur on aircraft?

3. What should unit personnel do to prevent FOD?

FOD is aircraft 
damage or a 
malfunction 
caused by a 

foreign object 
or debris.

DA PAM 385-10, 
Army Safety 

Program, 
defines FOD 

as…

Debris may or may 
not be ingested 

into moving parts 
but FOD can also 

include fuel 
contamination.

The most typical places 
for FOD to occur on 
an aircraft are under 
drive shafts, engine 
decks, and cowlings.

FOD is also a problem for 
engines and APUs and other 

aircraft compartments. 

For example, 
storing 

unauthorized 
gear in the 
electrical 

compartment 
could result in 

an electrical fire 
and destruction 
of the aircraft.

All maintenance 
should be done 
“by the book”… 
and “clean-as-
you-go” should 
be the motto.

Anything such
as rags, tools 
or parts left 
behind in the 
wrong place 

on an aircraft
could spell

dOom!

Cover open lines and ports 
to prevent contamination of 

lubricants, fuel and oil. 

Account for all tools 
after each maintenance 

operation.

Make sure all tools are 
marked so you’ll know 
if something is missing.

Common FOD includes such items as 
gear not secured in or around the 
aircraft, blowing debris in landing 

areas, tools, dzus fasteners, rags, 
nuts, bolts, washers, spacers, 
screws, electrical connectors, 

fasteners, safety wire, flashlights, 
gloves, trash bags, etc.

Leave no stone unturned when 
checking for items that could 
pose a danger to the aircraft 
and put your life in harm’s way. 

For more detailed information 
on the prevention of FOD, 

review your unit’s FOD program 
requirements. Also check out

the good words in Para 15-8 of
AR 385-10, The Army Safety 
Program, and Para 3-2 of

TM 1-1500-204-23-1. Make sure 
your FOD program is based upon 
guidance in the ARs and DA PAMs.

For videos and posters 
to use around the hangar, 
go to the US Army Combat 
Readiness Center website:

https://safety.army.mil
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