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HA-FU 
MASUTO!

hey connie, 
where’d 

this funny 
thing come 

from?

a courier 
delivered it 
this morning. 

is your 
birthday 

coming up?

no.

nice box! 
could be 
a gold 
watch.

I’ve been hinting at 
retirement for years. 

maybe somebody is 
calling my bluff.

is there 
a card?

no… 
wait, 

there’s 
a note.

An Oriental
Mystery

HA-FU 
MASUTO!
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what’s 
that 
mean?

I’m not 
sure, 

connie… 
but some-
body has 
a warped 
sense of 
humor.

it’s still
a cool box 

though. 
open it!

it’s not 
a box. 

it’s some 
kind of 
puzzle-

it’s 
huge!

wh-what 
happened 
half-mast? I dunno, 

connie. 
are you 

all right?

I-I’m 
okay, but… 
you look 
different, 
half-mast.

ha-fu masuto! 
welcome! I hope 
you can answer 
my challenge!

who’re 
you?

I am 
shinshoku-
iya*, master 

of the pm 
puzzle!

half-mast, be 
careful. this guy 
is scary-serious.

silence!
ps has taunted me
with solutions to 

maintenance problems. 
now… the ultimate pm 
duel will bring you to 

your knees!

it-it’s 
getting 
bigger!

feels like a vacuum… 
sucking us in!

where 
are we?

you, 
too, 

connie.

I chal-
lenge 
you to 
a pm 
duel!

thanks, but 
I’d prefer the 
gold watch!

ow!

I’m not afraid of 
anyone whose hair is 

stiffer than a paladin’s 
neglected idler arm!

* means ‘no maintenance’
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hey! careful with that 
voltage, friend!

when you fail, ps 
magazine and all its 
advice will vanish… 

forever!

I get it now, you’re 
one of those know-
it-all bad boys who 
doesn’t do pmcs.

how can 
you risk 
throwing 

away more 
than 60 
years 
of ps 

wisdom?

no 
choice, 
connie. 
I have 
to call 

his 
bluff…

I accept your 
terms. but 

any tricks and 
you’ll regret 

it until the 
end of time!

could we 
shorten that 
time frame 
say, just 
until my 

retirement?

before you 
are the cards 
of ultimate 

destiny, 
randomly 

plucked from 
the winds of 

fate!

as my esteemed  
elder, ha-fu, 

you may look at 
your hand now 
and play first!

eLDEr?!
the fight 

is on!

do you 
know 

how to 
play this 

game, 
half-
mast?

not 
really, 
connie. 

but in the 
beginning, 
we didn’t 
know much 
about pm.

ah, most bold 
and clever, ha-fu. 
the knight of 
extraordinary 
valor is worth 

1500 points!

my turn! I summon 
double warp of 
metal fatigue!

your knight has 
been weakened! 
you are down 
to 500 points, 

ha-fu!

oh, no! 
what 
now?

guess I 
got off 
on the 
wrong 
foot.

you have one chance 
to defeat me in a pm 
duel, ha-fu masuto.

well, shin-kid. if I 
win, you’ll leave ps 
untouched and send 
us back home minus 

the spiky hair.

pick a 
card, 
ha-fu.

ha! that’s only half 
the price you’ll pay. 
my double warp 
means you also 
lost a turn!
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now I call upon 
rusty castle 
of insidious 
corrosion to 
render your 
noble knight 
useless!

you are now 
down to 100 

points, ha-fu!

that’s not fair! 
we don’t know all 

the rules.

there are no 
rules when it 

comes to the evil 
ways of corrosion, 

connie.

a bubbling 
kettle of 

oil!

the kettle’s 
drenching 
the rusty 
castle!

now the 
kettle’s 

oil is 
healing 

my 
knight!

the knight’s ok! 
and I’m back to 

1500 points.

how can a novice 
player wield the 

balm of perfect 
pm so easily?

now 
I’ll 
take 

another 
card.

it’s 
impossible!

I send 
sandstorm 
of ultimate 
destruction 
at you, ha-fu!

I’ll meet 
that 

challenge 
by arming 
my knight 
with this 
shield!

good 
job, 
half-
mast.

I haven’t 
won yet!
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what 
now, 
half-
mast?

only a few 
cards left, 

connie. 
what’s 

the most 
important 

thing we 
can do to 
combat 
tough 

elements?

regular 
pmcs?

right! 
that’s 

an easy 
choice!

you have been lucky, 
ha-fu. but even you 

cannot defeat my ice 
dragon blue-eyes!

what 
better than 
a flaming 
sword to 
melt ice?

h-how could ha-fu 
pick the flaming 

blade of 
ultimate pm?

it’s only a myth!

pm is no 
myth!

the proverbial 
chink in the armor. 

and it cost you 
the game, wizard!

I bow to 
an elder’s 

wisdom. you’re 
free to go.

{whew!}
I thought 

we’d 
never 

get home!

well, this 
“elder’s” 
thinking 
he’ll 

never get 
to retire!

noooo!


